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TO  THE  RURAL  AND  URBAN  AUTHORITIES 


OF  THE 

COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS  OF 

BERKSHIRE. 


In  the  following*  remarks,  prefatory  to  the  reports  on  the 
several  districts  included  in  the  Berkshire  Sanitary  Combina- 
tion, I propose  briefly  to  compare  some  of  the  figures  given  by 
the  Registrar-General  in  his  statistical  summary  for  the  year, 
with  the  corresponding  ones  for  the  Combined  Districts ; for 
though  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  last  refer  to  a popu- 
lation of  which  four-fifths  live  in  country  villages,  and  but  one- 
fifth  in  small  towns,  while  the  statistics  of  the  Registrar-General 
deal  with  the  enorrhous  numbers  crowded  together  in  great 
and  populous  cities,  as  well  as  with  the  scattered  dwellers  in 
rural  districts — they  may  conveniently  be  compared  if  we  re- 
member that  the  death  rate  in  country  parishes  and  small 
towns  is  about  three  per  thousand  of  the  population  below  that 
for  all  England  and  Wales.  The  unusual  atmospheric  con- 
ditions that  prevailed  through  a great  part  of  the  year  under 
review,  characterized  as  it  was  by  a low  mean  temperature, 
with  excessive  humidity  in  the  air,  and  saturation  of  the  soil 
with  moisture,  and  a marked  deficiency  of  sunshine,  may 
naturally  be  expected  to  have  been  not  without  effect  on  the 
health  of  the  community,  as  shewn  by  the  mortality  returns. 

In  the  Combined  Districts  the  births  were  more  numerous 
by  205  than  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  “ total  ” deaths 
were  fewer  by  about  40,  and  the  “corrected”  deaths  by  15. 
Throughout  England  and  Wales  we  find  the  birth  rate  is 
stated  to  have  been  0*6,  and  the  deaths  0*8  per  1,000  persons 
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living  below  the  average  of  the  ten  years  preceding,  and  the 
subjoined  figures  give  the  actual  rates  for  the  respective  areas: — 


Birth  Rate. 

United  Kingdom  33*5 

England  and  Wales  35*1 

Berks  Combined  Districts  31*5 


Death  Rate. 
207 
21-0 
17-5 


We  are  at  once  struck  with  the  proportionately  low  rate  of 
births,  indicating,  notwithstanding  the  considerable  increase  in 
the  births  for  the  year  as  compared  with  the  five  preceding 
ones,  a corresponding  deficiency  in  the  married  population  at 
the  more  vigorous  periods  of  life ; of  the  4,334  children  born, 
78  died  within  a week,  an  additional  149  under  three  months, 
while  459  failed  to  complete  the  year;  these  infantile  deaths 
accounting  for  nearly  19  per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortality,  and 
being  proportionately  in  excess  in  the  Abingdon  Rural  and 
Urban  Districts  (especially  the  last  named),  as  also  in  Walling- 
ford Rural,  Maidenhead  Urban,  and  Windsor  Rural  Districts. 
If  we  include  the  deaths  under  five  years,  Wallingford  Urban 
District  would  also  be  added  to  those  already  named  as  having 
a relatively  high  death  rate.  If  however  we  compare  the  per- 
centage of  the  total  population  living  at  the  respective  ages 
throughout  England  and  Wales  and  in  the  Combined  Disricts 
with  their  relative  death  rates  (and  for  this  purpose  we  must 
make  use  of  the  unaltered  population  returns  of  the  last  census 
in  1871),  we  get  the  following  results. : — 


England  dr  Wales. 

Combined  Districts. 

Under  i. 

Between 
I & 60. 

Over  60. 

Under  i. 

Between 
I 6*  60. 

Over  60. 

Percentage  of  total  pop-  "j 

89.0 

7-8 

877 

ulation  living  at  res-  >■ 
pective  ages...  ...  j 

Percentage  of  total ) 

3*2 

2*9 

9.4 

deaths  occurring  at  >• 
respective  ages  ..  j 

Death  rate  per  1,000) 

227 

497 

27*8 

i8-8 

41-6 

396 

living  at  respective 

3.^6 S •••  ••• 

•747 

13*7 

77-9 

1197 

iri 

777 
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If  we  examine  these  figures  a little  further  we  find  that  there 
is  a notable  difference  in  the  proportions  of  the  population 
living  at  certain  ages  within  the  “ Combination  ” and  in  “ Eng- 
land and  Wales  ” ; but  it  will  also  be  seen  that  while  in  the 
former,  120  out  of  every  1,000  infants  died  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday,  in  the  latter  the  proportion  was  no  less  than 
175  in  the  1,000 — or  nearly  as  2 to  3 — the  percentage  propor- 
tions of  the  total  deaths  being  respectively  23  and  19,  and 
shewing  a very  distinct  gain  of  infant  life.  If  on  the  other 
hand  we  take  persons  above  60,  we  find  that  while  the  deaths 
at  that  age  make  up  nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  our  entire  morta- 
lity, as  against  28  per  cent,  for  all  England  and  Wales,  the 
actual  death  rate  per  1,000  was  slightly  in  favour  of  the  former, 
and  on  reference  to  Table  VI.  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  half 
of  these  deaths  occurred  at  over  75  years. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  year  however  has  been 
the  great  diminution  of  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  (measles  and 
whooping  cough  only  excepted)  and  especially  of  ‘‘enteric’^ 
(typhoid)  fever,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  Table  IX. — A 
& B.  This  group  of  diseases  has  been  proportionately  less 
than  two-thirds  as  fatal  with  us  as  it  was  throughout  the 
country,  (and  as  it  was  in  the  ‘‘combination”  itself  in  the 
preceding  year),  as  is  seen  in  the  subjoined  table,  which  gives 
the  respective  rates  per  1,000  living  for  the  last  five  years  for 
zymotic  diseases. 

England  and  Wales.  Combined  Districts. 

187s  3-3  2-2 

1876  27  17 

1877  3*1  20 

1878  3*4  2*4 

1879  2*4  rS 

Continued  fever  as  a fatal  disease  has  been  almost  absent 

throughout  the  year,  the  proportion  of  deaths  caused  by  it 
having  been  i in  about  20,000  persons,  while  the  rate  for 
“ enteric  ” fever  was  but  i in  27,500,  or  one-sixth  of  that  which 
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obtained  generally  throughout  the  country.  In  only  four  out 
of  the  twelve  districts  included  in  the  combination  was  there  any 
death  from  this  disease,  in  some  of  them  no  case  of  it  came 
to  my  knowledge  during  the  year,  while  in  several  instances 
that  were  reported,  it  was  found,  on  enquiry  into  the  facts,  that 
the  illness  had  been  contracted  outside  the  district.  It  is,  I 
think,  fair  to  assume  that  the  generally  improved  sanitary 
condition  of  the  combined  areas  has  materially  helped  to  bring 
about  so  satisfactory  a result ; which  moreover  has  been  con- 
tinually going  on  for  the  past  six  years  ; but  doubtless  the  great 
amount  of  rain  and  wind,  by  cleansing  the  soil,  lessening  the 
pollution  of  drinking  water,  and  maintaining  continual  free  circu- 
lation of  air,  and  the  low  mean  temperature,  by  retarding  the 
decomposition  of  organic  refuse,  has  had  no  inconsiderable 
share  in  bringing  about  so  great  and  sudden  a diminution  of 
mortality  under  this  head. 

As  regards  the  other  “ zymotic  ” complaints,  small  pox  has 
been  entirely  absent,  and  there  has  been  no  epidemic  outbreak 
of  scarlet  fever  or  of  diphtheria,  the  deaths  from  each  of  these 
diseases  having  been  respectively  only  a sixth  and  a third  of 
those  in  the  preceding  year.  The  mortality  fron  diarrhoea 
was  also  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  five  years  1874-79. 
On  the  other  hand  measles  prevailed  to  an  unusual  extent,  and 
the  deaths  resulting  from  it  (67)  were  nearly  thrice  as  numerous 
as  the  year  before,  while  those  caused  by  whooping  cough, 
though  fewer  than  in  that  year,  were  still  above  the  average,  and 
amounted  to  54.  It  is  not  among  the  poorer  classes  only  that 
the  mistaken  idea  prevails  that  children  must  have  these  com- 
plaints, and  that  it  is  simply  useless  trouble  to  take  any  pre- 
cautions against  spreading  infection.  This  being  the  case,  we 
need  not  wonder  that  nearly  half  the  entire  mortality  from  all 
zymotic  diseases  has  been  occasioned  by  them. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  for  the  most  part  lung 
inflammations,  have  also  been  very  prevalent  and  fatal,  especially 
to  infants  and  very  young  children,  and  to  the  aged.  There 
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can  be  little  doubt  that  this  has  been  the  direct  result  of 
the  damp  chilly  atmospheric  conditions  of  the  year,  which 
persons  at  the  two  extremes  of  life  have  not  sufficient  vital 
energ-y  to  resist  successfully  ; in  fact,  if  we  examine  the  ages  of 
those  who  died  during  the  twelve  months,  we  find  nearly  19 
per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortality  occurred  among  infants  under 
I year,  and  30  per  cent,  had  not  reached  their  fifth  birthday ; 
while  nearly  40  per  cent,  had  passed  their  sixtieth ; but  three- 
tenths  of  the  total  deaths  taking  place  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  60. 

It  may  be  added,  as  a further  evidence  of  the  improvement 
already  effected,  that  while  the  number  of  inspections  has  been 
steadily  maintained,  and  indeed  somewhat  increased  during  the 
year,  the  proportionate  number  of  nuisances  discovered  has 
amounted  only  to  25  per  cent,  viz.,  to  2,375  in  9,260,  nine- 
tenths  of  which  have  been  abated  during  the  year.  In  1874 
the  proportion  of  nuisances  discovered  to  inspections  made  was 
no  less  than  56  per  cent.  In  the  succeeding  year  it  has  regularly 
diminished  in  the  following  proportions,  42,  34,  29,  27  and  25. 

Taken  as  a whole,  this  analysis  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
year  shows  a distinct  improvement  in  the  public  health,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  tested  by  the  deaths  that  have  occurred ; outbreaks 
of  preventible  maladies  have  been  comparatively  few  and  mild, 
those  most  directly  amenable  to  sanitary  precautions  especially 
so,  while  the  only  classes  of  disease  in  which  the  mortality  has 
been  at  all  in  excess,  are  those  dependent  on  climatic  influences 
over  which,  except  in  an  indirect  way,  sanitary  measures  have 
but  little  power. 
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TABLES  OF  STATISTICS. 


The  Tables  at  the  end  of  this  Report  are  similar  to  those 
hitherto  adopted,  and  it  will  be  convenient  to  briefly  explain 
and  to  comment  on  some  of  them  here. 

Table  I.  gives  the  main  facts  of  the  census  of  1871,  for  the 
districts  included  in  the  combination  ; it  also  gives  the  estimated 
population  of  each  district  at  the  middle  of  the  year  calculated 
according  to  the  mean  annual  rate  of  increase  or  of  decrease 
for  the  ten  years  1861-71,  allowance  being  made  for  changes  in 
the  area,  or  in  the  density  of  the  population  of  certain  districts; 
the  number  of  births,  the  “ corrected deaths  (those  in  public 
lunatic  asylums  being  excluded,  while  those  in  union  houses  are 
distributed  pro  rata  among  their  respective  districts),  and  the 
“ corrected  ” death  rate  per  1,000  living  for  the  six  years  1874 
to  1879  inclusive. 

Table  II.  applies  to  registration  areas,  and  to  the  Sanitary 
Districts  included  in  some  of  them,  giving  the  number  of  births 
and  deaths  in  each  quarter,  and  of  each  sex  for  the  year,  with 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  the  mean  numbers  for  the 
five  years  1874-78.  The  year’s  births  (4334)  exceeded  those 
of  the  preceding  one  by  235,  the  “total  ” deaths  (2495)  were 
fewer  by  41.  The  excess  of  births  has  therefore  amounted  to 
L839,  or  210  above  the  annual  mean  rate  for  the  five 
years  1874-78. 
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The  reduction  in  the  mortality  has  been  most  marked  in  the 
class  of  zymotic  diseases,  as,  with  the  exception  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough,  the  deaths  from  nearly  all  the  chief  complaints 
included  in  it  have  been  much  fewer  than  in  any  one  of  the 
preceding  five  years. 

Table  III.  is  a return  of  pauper  sickness  and  mortality  in 
Sanitary  Districts,  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  forms  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  from  the  weekly  returns  of  new 
cases  of  pauper  sickness,  copies  of  which  are  sent  to  me  by 
the  clerks  of  the  respective  Unions.  The  returns  of  pauper 
deaths  (obtainable  in  only  a few  Unions)  give  little  information 
beyond  the  number  of  persons  buried  at  the  cost  of  the  Unions. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  cases  attended  varies  greatly 
in  different  districts,  and  has  no  relation  to  their  respective 
populations.  This  arises  rather  from  the  varying  practice  of 
Union  Authorities  as  to  granting  or  withholding  medical 
orders,  than  from  the  actual  amount  of  sickness  occurring 
among  the  poor,  as  to  which  these  returns  give  no  reliable 
information. 

Table  IV.  gives  in  detail  the  ages  at  death  for  Registration 
and  Sanitary  Districts,  and  for  Public  Institutions.  The  prema- 
turely born  and  feeble  infants  dying  in  their  first  week,  I 
separate  from  the  rest  of  the  infantile  deaths ; they  number  78 
out  of  a total  of  2,443,  or  3 ‘2  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality. 

Table  V.  contains  the  return  of  deaths  from  all  causes. 
The  number  of  entries  (94)  appearing  under  the  heading 
“ causes  not  given  or  ill-defined is  considerably  larger  than  it 
was  last  year,  the  increase  being  chiefly  due  to  a rise  in  the 
number  of  inquests  from  130  to  158 ; of  which  69  were  held  on 
cases  of  violent  or  accidental  death : of  the  rest,  64  were 
simply  returned  as  due  to  “ natural  causes.’’  Sixteen  of  the 
twenty-five  cases  in  which  the  disease  that  occasioned  death 
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was  ascertained,  occurred  in  Broadmoor  Lunatic  Asylum.  I 
append  an  analysis  of  the  inquests  for  the  year. 


FINDING  OF  JURY  IN  INQUEST  CASES. 


Sanitary  District 

Accidental  Injury 

Drowning 

Burns  and  Scalds 

Suffocation 

Poison 

Drink  or  Exposure 

Violence 

Suicide 

Disease  Stated 

Natural  Causes 

Cause  Unknown 

a 

< 

b 

H 

Newbury  Rural ... 

3 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• •• 

2 

• • • 

• •• 

7 

„ Urban... 

3 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

I 

... 

3 

... 

8 

Hungerford 

3 

2 

... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

I 

2 

• • • 

8 

Abingdon  Rural... 

4 

3 

• • • 

2 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

• • • 

23 

„ Urban... 

3 

I 

• • • 

... 

I 

• • • 

I 

4 

• • • 

10 

Wallingford  Rural 

I 

3 

• • • 

... 

... 

I 

• •• 

6 

• t • 

II 

„ Urban 

2 

... 

3 

• • • 

2 

I 

I 

• • • 

9 

Bradfield  

I 

3 

... 

• • • 

... 

I 

10 

• • • 

15 

Cookham  

5 

• •• 

I 

■ • • 

... 

6 

• • • 

12 

Maidenhead 

I 

... 

• •• 

• » • 

... 

... 

3 

• • • 

4 

Easthampstead  ... 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 

*17 

4 

• • • 

28 

Windsor  

2 

3 

• • • 

I 

I 

• • • 

I 

2 

12 

I 

23 

Total  ... 

29 

19 

5 

6 

3 

3 

I 

2 

25 

64 

I 

158 

* i6  of  these  were  in  Broadmoor  Asylum. 


Table  VI.  is  compiled  (with  a few  additions,  denoted  by 
alphabetical  headings  in  place  of  numbers)  in  accordance  with 
the  form  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  It  gives  in 
successive  pages  (one  page  to  each  Registration  District) 
details  as  to  the  population,  births  and  deaths,  ages  at  death, 
numbers  dying  from  the  more  important  diseases  below  and 
above  the  age  of  five  years,  and  the  death  rate  per  i,ooo  for 
all  the  parishes,  or  groups  of  parishes,  and  the  Public  Insti- 
tutions included  in  the  respective  Registration  and  Sanitary 


Districts.  The  death  rates  for  the  latter  two  are  the 
‘‘corrected’^  ones. 

The  remaining'  Tables  (with  the  exception  of  X.)  deal,  not 
with  the  actual  numbers,  but  with  the  proportional  rates,  thus: — 

Table  VII.  is  the  complement  of  IV.,  and  gives  the  per- 
centage of  total  deaths  occurring  in  each  group  of  ages. 

Table  VIII.  gives  the  birth  and  death  rates,  and  also  the 
relative  percentages  of  total  deaths,  and  of  deaths  under  one 
year,  to  births. 

Table  IX.  “ A ” gives  the  death  rate  per  i,ooo  of  the  popu- 
lation estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  B ” the 
percentage  rate  of  total  deaths  occurring  from  the  most 
important  classes  of  disease,  with  the  yearly  ‘‘mean'’  rates 
for  the  Combined  Districts  since  1874. 

Table  X.  contains  the  returns  made  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Nuisances  of  the  sanitary  work  done  in  their  respective  districts 
during  the  year. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  George  Marshall. 

The  systematic  sanitary  inspection  which  has  been  carried  on 
in  this  district  since  1873,  has  been  steadily  continued  last  year, 
1,685  premises  having  been  reinspected,  on  254  of  which 
ordinary  nuisances  were  found  requiring  abatement.  On  all 
but  two  the  notices  served  have  been  complied  with,  and  the 
Inspector  again  reports  the  general  readiness  with  which  the 
advice  given  is  acted  on,  so  that  legal  proceedings  to  enforce 
the  direction  of  the  Local  Authority  have  not  been  required  in 
any  instance.  The  great  majority  of  the  nuisances  detected 
arose  from  foul  and  ill-kept  privies,  and  most  of  these  have, 
in  consequence,  been  altered  into  “ash'’  closets,  which  are 
regularly  and  frequently  emptied,  the  contents  being  utilized 
on  the  gardens,  so  that  no  nuisance  is  occasioned  by  them. 
Four  cases  only  of  overcrowding  have  come  under  observation, 
and  the  number  of  dirty  or  dilapidated/ houses  requiring 
dealing  with  has  been  eight. 

At  Stroud  Green,  Greenham,  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  frequently  recurring  flooding  of  the  basements  of  a row 
of  cottages,  by  the  great  quantity  of  surface  water  that  comes 
down  from  Pile  [^Hill  after  a heavy  rainfall.  Part  of  the 
premises  affected  were  in  the  Rural  and  part  in  the  Urban 
District.  On  examination  I found  that  the  flooding  was  due  to 
the  diversion  of  the  drainage,  which  had  previously  passed 
along  open  ditches  (where  it  often  gave  rise  to  an  offensive 
nuisance,  until  heavy  rain  washed  the  whole  away),  but  was 
now  taken  into  a twelve  inch  pipe  drain,  which  however  was 
not  large  enough  to  carry  off  the  quantity  of  storm  water 
coming  down  from  time  to  time.  After  several  visits  with  the 
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Inspectors  of  both  districts,  and  an  interview  with  the  Road 
Surveyor  of  Greenham,  it  was  agreed  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  excess  of  rainfall  beyond  the  carrying  power  of 
the  sewer — and  that  it  should  pass  over  a small  weir  into  the 
ditch — the  evil  complained  of  has  not  recurred  since. 

At  Henwick,  Thatcham,  my  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
insanitary  condition  of  large  farm  premises  (by  illness  in  the 
family  living  there),  where  the  whole  of  the  drainage  from  the 
stockyard  and  pigsties  passed  into  a large  pond  near  the  house 
and  the  well,  the  overflow  from  thence  being  carried  round  the 
side  of  the  house  in  an  open  channel,  and  then  being  allowed  to 
soak  away  in  the  meadow  in  front,  the  whole  causing  a very 
offensive  and  dangerous  nuisance.  I reported  in  detail  on  the 
works  necessary  to  remedy  the  existing  state  of  things,  and 
my  advice  was  acted  on,  the  pond  being  cleaned  out  and  filled 
up,  and  an  entirely  new  system  of  drainage  provided,  carrying 
everything  away  at  a safe  distance  from  the  house.  The  water 
supply  being  much  polluted,  I advised  the  sinking  of  a new 
well;  but  after  several  attempts  this  has  proved  impracticable, 
and  drinking  water  has  to  be  fetched  from  some  distance. 

Early  in  the  summer  enteric  fever  broke  out  at  a large 
rectory  in  the  district,  five  of  the  family  being  attacked,  the 
house  being  of  comparatively  recent  erection.  I visited  the 
premises  with  the  Inspector,  and  found  the  rain  water  down- 
pipes  had  been  arranged  to  act  as  ventilators  to  the  main 
drains,  their  heads  being  in  some  places  level  with  and  close 
to  the  windows  of  the  upper  rooms  ; the  sink  in  the  lobby 
(trapped)  emptied  into  the  soil  pipe,  which  had  a small-sized 
ventilating  pipe  connected  to  it.  There  were  also  two  pervious 
cesspits  dug  within  dangerous  proximity  to  the  well,  and  in  a 
loose  gravelly  soil.  The  sanitary  arrangements  were  entirely 
reconstructed  in  accordance  with  my  advice,  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Inspector,  the  old  cesspits  being  filled  in, 
and  new  cemented  ones  being  provided,  the  drains  being 
rearranged  and  ventilated  on  the  “Banner”  system,  and  the 


wells  cleansed,  and  cemented  at  the  upper  part  to  keep  out  the 
surface  water. 

Enteric  fever  also  made  its  appearance  in  one  of  a pair  of 
thoroughly  isolated  cottages  at  Shaw  Fields,  spreading  after- 
wards to  the  other.  The  general  sanitary  condition  of  both 
was  tolerably  fair,  and  it  was  difficult  to  account  for  the  origin 
of  the  cases.  On  enquiry  I ascertained  that  one  of  the  sons, 
who  however  did  not  himself  i^k.^  the  complaint,  was  employed 
in  Newbury  as  a nightman,  and  his  mother  was  in  the  habit  of 
washing  his  splashed  and  soiled  clothing,  and  of  emptying  the 
dirty  water  always  at  the  same  spot,  which  was  very  close  to 
the  well,  into  which  therefore  it  may  have  soaked.  It  is  far 
from  unlikely  that  he  may  have  been  engaged  in  emptying 
closets  in  the  town  where  fever  had  occurred,  though  I could 
not  succeed  in  tracing  this  out.  If,  however,  this  was  the  case, 
and  specifically  polluted  filth  from  the  washing  of  his  clothes 
thus  got  into  the  well  (on  analysis  I found  the  water  was  dis- 
tinctly but  not  very  largely  contaminated),  the  origin  of  the 
attacks  would  be  obvious.  One  of  them  ended  fatally,  this 
being  the  only  death  from  this  disease  in  the  district  throughout 
the  year. 

At  Stroud  Green  my  attention  has  been  called  to  some  cases 
of  a suspicious  character,  though  they  did  not  run  the  ordinary 
course  of  “ enteric  ” fever.  The  water  supply  of  these  cottages 
was  very  unsatisfactory;  but  no  better  can  be  got  in  the 
locality  until  the  Newbury  Water  Company  carry  their  mains 
up  to  it ; in  the  meantime  the  tenants  now  get  drinking  water 
from  other  premises. 

Scarlet  fever,  which  for  the  three  years  1875-7  was  the 
prevailing  epidemic  in  this  district,  reaching  its  height  in  the 
latter  year,  appeared  only  to  a small  extent  in  the  succeeding 
one,  and  has  been  almost  absent  in  that  under  review.  In  the 
early  spring  it  was  reported  in  a family  living  at  Wickham, 
near  Boxford  ; but  special  precaution  being  taken  by  the 
Inspector  (whose  watchfulness  and  attention  in  this  matter  at 


all  times  I cannot  too  highly  speak  of),  there  was  no  spread 
beyond  the  one  house,  and  no  outbreak  has  since  come  to  my 
knowledge  in  any  part  of  the  district.  A corresponding 
immunity  has  obtained  throughout  the  year  as  regards  all 
the  other  principal  zymotic  diseases,  the  deaths  from  which 
have  amounted  only  to  nine  (viz.,  measles  three,  whooping 
cough  two,  enteric  fever  one,  diarrhoea  three)  out  of  a gross 
mortality  of  177,  or  little  more  than  five  per  centum  of  the 
whole,  and  equal  to  a death  rate  of  but  *8  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population — the  same  as  that  for  cancer  in  this 
district.  Phthisis  proved  fatal  to  19  persons,  exactly  the  same 
number  as  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  corrected  ’’  rate  for 
deaths  “from  all  causes’’  was  16*5  in  the  1,000,  the  lowest 
point  touched  in  the  six  years  1874-9,  Nearly  34  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths  occurred  among  persons  above  65,  half  that 
percentage  had  passed  75.  Seven  inquests  were  held  during 
the  year;  in  five  of  these  the  cause  of  death  was  “accident  “ 
or  “ drowning,”  in  the  other  two  the  disease  that  proved  fatal 
was  ascertained.  The  births  numbered  329,  giving  a rate 
of  nearly  30  in  the  thousand  ; of  these  9’  1 per  cent,  died 
before  attaining  their  first  birthday,  the  percentage  of  total 
deaths  being  nearly  17,  and  under  five  years  23*2,  both  of 
these  ratios  being  two  per  cent,  under  the  mean  rate  for  the 
combined  districts.  The  general  statistics  for  the  year  are 
therefore  decidedly  of  a satisfactory  character,  and  may  fairly 
be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  good  results  following  upon 
the  steady  sanitary  work  of  the  last  few  years. 

As  regards  the  Thatcham  drainage  works,  the  matter  has 
after  much  discussion  been  finally  settled  in  the  affirmative  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  I hope  that  it  will  be  carried 

I 

out  during  the  next  year. 

I have  submitted  seven  samples  of  well  water  to  analysis,  of 
which  two  were  decidedly  unfit  for  use,  and  the  wells  were 
closed.  Three  more  were  of  a very  doubtful  character — these 
wells  were  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  other  alterations  effected. 
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NEWBURY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Benjamin  Sargent. 

The  statistical  returns  for  this  district  refer  to  the  enlarged 
area  now  included  within  the  municipal  boundary,  by  which 
some  620  houses  have  been  added  to  it  (including  all  Speenham- 
land,  with  some  further  portions  of  the  parish  of  Speen,  and  a 
small  part  of  Greenham),  the  esthnated  population  being  thus 
increased  to  9,833.  The  Inspector  reports  the  majority  of 
these  premises  as  visited  at  least  once  during  the  year,  617 
having  been  inspected,  and  126  nuisances  discovered,  of  which 
105  have  been  dealt  with.  Four-fifths  of  these  related  to 
defective  drainage  and  foul  cesspits,  and  in  three  cases  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  before  the  justices,  two  convictions  being 
obtained,  the  third,  an  overcrowding  case,  being  dismissed  on 
the  ground  that  there  was  no  legal  standard  of  “ overcrowding." 
My  own  attention  has  been  given  to  the  condition  of  the  courts 
and  yards,  several  of  which  I have  repeatedly  visited.  Such 
improvements  as  were  practicable  have  been  subsequently 
carried  out  in  some  of  these ; in  the  rest  the  works  will  shortly 
be  put  in  hand ; and  as  compared  with  their  sanitary  condition 
when  the  Public  Health  Act  came  into  operation,  there  is 
unquestionably  a marked  improvement  as  regards  the  great 
majority. 

In  St.  John’s  Court,  a narrow  one,  consisting  of  a single 
row  of  very  small  tenements  only  one  room  deep,  and  where 

through  ’’  ventilation  is  impossible,  ventilating  openings  have 
been  provided  in  the  bedroom  ceilings ; all  the  cottages  have 
been  cleansed  and  improved;  some  amount  of  overcrowding 
lessened ; drainage  into  the  main  sewer  provided  as  far  as  the 
existing  levels  would  permit,  and  the  closets  improved. 

At  St.  Mary’s  Hill,  where  there  was  a total  absence  of  proper 
drainage,  the  privies  emptied  into  a large  open  dungpit  at  the 
top  of  the  yard,  formerly  belonging  to  stables,  and  which  was 
in  a most  foul  and  offensive  condition.  The  actual  nuisance 
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was  abated  forthwith  ; ,,  but  the  structural  alterations  required 
have  not  hitherto  been  carried  out,  on  account  of  difficulties  as 
regards  the  owner. 

At  Gas  House  Lane,  complaint  was  made  to  me  of  offensive 
effluvia  constantly  recurring  at  a private  residence,  as  to  which 
there  appeared  at  first  to  be  some  doubt  whether  it  came  from 
the  adjoining  gas  works,  or  was  due  to  bad  drainage.  On 
examination  I found  the  drainage  to  be  in  an  extremely  unsatis- 
factory state;  from  the  level  of  the  locality  it  was  not  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  town  sewers,  but  was  provided  with  a 
small  old  drain,  which  emptied  very  imperfectly  into  the  canal. 
I advised  what  alterations  were  practicable  under  existing 
circumstances,  and  especially  the  breaking  the  direct  communi- 
cation between  the  house  and  the  drain,  by  putting  in  a 
“ disconnecting  ” trap  open  to  the  air  outside  the  house,  and 
better  ventilation  of  the  soil  pipe;  which  was  done.  The 
adjoining  block  of  cottages — Cole’s  Yard — I found  to  be  in  a 
very  dirty  insanitary  condition  : the  back  premises,  a little 
square  space  common  to  all,  was  extremely  foul,  the  drainage 
from  a large  muck-heap  and  from  the  cesspits  soaking  into  the 
ground  and  polluting  the  well  water,  which  on  analysis  I found 
to  be  quite  unfit  for  use.  Some  alterations  have  been  since 
made,  and  the  premises  are  somewhat  cleaner,  but  enough  has 
not  as  yet  been  done  to  render  them  wholesome  and  decent 
dwellings. 

At  Purver’s  Cottages,  Greenham,  I found  the  closets  and  the 
ashpits  in  bad  condition,  and  the  nuisance  was  aggravated  by 
the  “floodings  “ referred  to  in  the  report  for  the  Rural  District, 
which  has  since  been  remedied. 

My  attention  has  also  been  drawn  to  some  of  the  new 
buildings  which  were  being  erected  at  the  west  end  of  the 
town,  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  leave  the  cesspits  uncemented, 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  liquid  filth  to  soak  into  the 
ground,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  intended  to  obtain  the  water 
supply  from  wells  sunk  on  the  premises,  but  from  the  Newbury. 
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Water  Company.  This  project  was  however  contrary  to  the 
bye  -laws,  and  ommy  also  advising  against  it  on  sanitary  grounds, 
it  was  abandoned,  and  properly  cemented  and  ventilated  cess- 
pits were  provided  away  from  the  houses. 

Seven  water  samples  have  been  forwarded  to  me  for  analysis ; 
with  one  exception  I found  them  all  so  largely  polluted  as  to  be 
unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  the  exception  being  from  a “ tube- 
well  driven  to  replace  a supply  I had  already  condemned 
from  a well  which  was  within  a few  feet  from  the  cesspit. 
The  water  from  the  “tube-welT’  was  fairly  satisfactory.  In 
another  case  a fresh  supply  has  since  been  obtained  from  the 
water  works. 

This  district,  like  the  majority  of  those  in  the  “ combination,"" 
has  been  very  free  from  serious  outbreaks  of  zymotic  disease 
during  the  year,  measles,  which  was  rather  prevalent  at  the 
beginning,  especially  in  Speenhamland,  having  been  the  most 
fatal : five  deaths  were  due  to  it. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  reported  at  Greenham,  and  at  West 
Fields  a low  lying  part  of  the  town  near  the  canal,  as  also  in 
West  Street  and  Alton  Place.  It  appeared  to  spread,  as  is  so 
generally  the  case,  through  attendance  at  the  public  elementary 
schools,  and  I called  the  attention  of  the  School  Board  Officer 
to  the  matter : two  cases  only  proved  fatal. 

Enteric  fever  of  a mild  type  has  come  under  my  notice  on 
two  or  three  occasions,  cases  having  occurred  in  Ashton  and 
Herborough  Courts,  where  I found  the  drains  and  closets  in 
bad  order,  and  the  water  supply  distinctly  polluted ; and  at 
three  houses  in  Gilder"s  Square,  where  also  I found  the  water 
to  be  decidedly  impure  on  analysis.  The  pan  closets  are 
connected  with  the  sewers;  but  the  locality  being  at  a com- 
paratively high  level,  it  is  probable  that  the  sewer  gas  forces  its 
way  out  when  the  sewers  are  at  all  obstructed  by  the  height  of 
the  water  in  the  canal  into  which  they  discharge.  There  are 
no  sinks  or  other  connections  with  the  sewers  inside  the 
cottages,  but  they,  and  especially  the  closets,  are  a good  deal 
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built  in,  while  there  is  no  through  ventilation  obtainable  for 
the  houses  on  one  side  of  the  square.  The  complaint  remained 
about  these  buildings  for  some  considerable  time,  though  no 
case  ended  fatally,  all  the  attacks  being  of  a mild  nature. 
The  drains  have  since  been  improved,  and  some  alterations 
carried  out  at  the  well  with  a view  of  preventing  any  further 
infiltration  of  sewage  matter  into  it. 

Diphtheria  has  only  been  once  reported,  during  the  autumn 
in  Kennet  Court,  which  is  situated  at  about  the  river  level,  and 
near  to  it ; the  court  is  otherwise  fairly  well  kept ; the  attack 
ended  in  recovery.  Croup  has  however  proved  fatal  in  four 
instances,  three  of  the  number  being  in  Speenhamland ; these 
cases  all  occurred  in  the  first  two  months  of  the  year,  and 
during  the  severe  weather  that  then  prevailed. 

The  ‘‘corrected’’  mortality  of  the  year  (after  deducting  the 
proportion  of  deaths  in  the  Union  House  due  to  the  Rural 
District)  amounted  to  i8o,  which  gives  a rate  of  i8‘3  per  i,ooo 
of  the  estimated  population,  out  of  which  r6  per  i,ooo  was 
due  to  various  zymotic  diseases,  to  which  (with  the  exception 
of  four  deaths  caused  by  “infantile  diarrhoea”)  I have  already 
referred,  this  being  nearly  the  mean  rate  for  the  year  for  the 
entire  combination  of  Sanitary  Districts.  Seventeen  persons 
were  registered  as  dying  from  phthisis,  being  nearly  the  same 
number  as  the  “zymotic  ” class ; but  in  the  mortality  from  “all 
causes  ” the  diminution  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year 
has  amounted  to  a rate  of  nearly  4*  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  total  inquests  numbered  eight,  of  which  five  deaths  were 
from  violence,  accident,  or  drowning,  the  remaining  three 
being  simply  returned  as  from  “natural”  causes. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  no  less  than  42-4  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths  occurred  among  persons  over  65,  19  per  cent,  being 
above  75,  while  6 per  cent,  had  passed  85.  Nearly  16  per 
cent,  were  below  i,  and  21  per  cent,  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  births  numbered  302,  equal  to  a rate  of  307  per  i,ooo 
of  the  estimated  population. 

B 2 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Charles  Snell. 

In  this  district,  out  of  1,400  premises  returned  by  the  Inspector 
as  visited  during  the  year,  ordinary  nuisances  were  discovered 
to  exist  on  200 ; 146  have  been  abated  in  accordance  with  the 
notices  served.  It  has  been  necessary  to  take  proceedings 
before  the  justices  in  nine  cases ; convictions  were  obtained  in 
all.  Half  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with  related  to  foul  or  defective 
privies  and  drains ; thirty  to  dirty,  dilapidated,  or  overcrowded 
houses,  of  which  two  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

The  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  and  of  measles  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  has  thrown  a good  deal  of  labour  on  the 
sanitary  officer,  and  5 1 premises  have  been  disinfected  by  him 
on  this  account  in  accordance  with  my  advice.  My  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  state  of  the  drainage  and  of  the  water 
supply  in  various  localities;  but  on  account  of  the  great  depres- 
sion of  the  agricultural  interest  (and  the  district  is  strictly  and 
exclusively  an  agricultural  one),  I have  thought  it  unadvisable 
to  urge  measures  that  would  involve  any  serious  outlay  that  could 
be  avoided  for  a time ; but  where  positive  nuisances  existed, 
they  have  been  dealt  with  and  removed  as  far  as  practicable. 

At  Shalbourn,  where  a farmyard  pond  discharged  its  drainage 
into  the  public  road,  about  80  yards  of  pipe  drain  have  been 
laid  down  to  carry  it  off.  At  Great  Bedwyn,  a village  which, 
as  to  its  general  condition  is  decidedly  above  the  average,  I 
found  several  foul  and  dilapidated  privies,  with  deadwells  or 
pigsties,  in  such  a position  as  necessarily  to  pollute  the  wells. 

I advised  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  remedy  the  above 
nuisances;  but  am  informed  that  in  consequence  of  a change 
in  the  stewardship  of  the  estate,  no  structural  improvements 
have  yet  been  carried  out,  though  actual  nuisances  as  to  pig’s, 
manure,  &fc.,  have  been  abated. 
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The  state  of  Hung-erford  and  Edington  as  regards  drainage 
has  also  come  under  my  notice  ; both  are  unsewered,  but  the 
road  gutters  carry  off  surface  water,  and  some  considerable 
amount  of  soapsuds  and  house  (not  “ chamber ’’)  slops  as  well; 
the  whole  passing  into  the  canal  along  with  waste  and  dirty 
water  from  the  brewery  and  tanyard.  The  large  majority  of 
the  houses  have  ordinary  privy  vaults;  a few,  waterclosets 
connected  with  cesspits;  and  some  earth  closets  have  been 
introduced ; but  I have  no  reason  to  think  that  (except  in  a very 
few  cases,  which  I advised  should  be  dealt  with  at  once)  any 
excretal  matters  enter  the  canal ; and  the  ordinary  mode  of  slop 
disposal  is  on  the  gardens  or  into  the  deadwells.  The  question 
of  providing  proper  sewerage  is  however  one  which  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  postpone  long,  and  from  the  level  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  town  it  is  not  likely  to  present  any  special  difficulty 
in  execution. 

The  matter  of  the  Lambourne  drainage  and  the  general 
condition  of  the  village  has  also  again  been  fully  gone  into  by 
me,  and  considered  by  the  Authority,  by  whom  instructions 
were  given  to  the  Inspector  to  carry  out  my  recommendations, 
which  comprised  the  general  introduction  of  the  earth  closet 
system  so  far  as  practicable  (a  commencement  of  which  had 
already  been  made) ; better  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
the  slops  on  the  gardens,  which  are  for  the  most  part  of 
sufficient  size  for  the  purpose  ; the  dealing  with  farmyard 
drainage  and  manure  water,  and  the  sewage  from  the  training 
stables  on  the  respective  premises;  and  the  completion  of  the 
drains  (already  in  part  laid)  for  the  carrying  off  of  the  surface 
water  and  rainfall  into  the  stream. 

The  question  of  the  water  supply  of  some  parts  of  the 
district,  where  it  is  either  bad  in  quality  or  deficient  in  quantity, 
has  again  come  under  my  notice,  in  Shefford  and  Lambourne 
Woodlands  especially  ; there  are  but  few  wells,  and  the 
cottagers  have  to  depend  mainly  on  pond  water  of  very  doubtful 
character  for  their  entire  supply.  The  digging  of  wells  in  this 
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locality  is  almost  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  great  depth, 
and  the  consequent  cost  (estimated  at  £150  to  £200  each),  so 
that  the  recently  passed  ‘‘Water  Act  ” would  only  apply  if  the 
cottages  were  grouped,  which  is  rarely  the  case;  and  the 
labour  and  trouble  of  getting  up  the  water  would  probably 
deter  most  cottagers  from  using  them  if  made;  rain  water 
from  the  roofs  is  not  generally  obtainable,  on  account  of  the 
cottages  there  being  mostly  thatched ; so  that  well  constructed 
and  carefully  kept  “dew  ponds”  seem  to  be  almost  the  only 
practicable  arrangement,  supplemented  by  a really  good  and 
reliable  “constant”  filter  in  each  cottage.  One  such  pond  has 
been  recently  provided  by  a landowner  there ; and  although 
the  matter  is  otherwise  in  abeyance,  I hope  that  these  sugges- 
tions, which  I laid  before  the  Chairman  of  the  Authority,  may 
be  adopted  before  long. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  forwarded  to  me,  at  my  request, 
for  examination : I found  one  of  them  to  be  of  very  doubtful 
quality  ; the  other  was  fairly  good. 

As  regards  the  prevalence  of  zymotic  diseases,  scarlet  fever 
has  been  to  a limited  extent  endemic  in  some  localities 
throughout  a good  part  of  the  year,  although  most  of  the 
attacks  ended  in  recovery,  and  two  deaths  only  were  caused  by 
it.  At  the  beginning  of  January  cases  were  reported  at 
Aldbourne,  which  were  followed  by  others  from  time  to  time 
up  to  May ; later  on  the  complaint  appeared  in  Ramsbury, 
Hungerford,  Kintbury,  Garston,  Avington,  and  Lambourne 
Woodlands  ; and  in  the  latter  place,  the  attacks  were  of  a more 
severe  type,  and  two  proved  fatal.  A trained  nurse  was  pro- 
vided by  the  Authority,  on  my  recommendation,  to  take  charge 
of  all  the  infected  families,  as  it  was  Tound  impossible  to  get 
the  cottagers  (especially  when  the  children  took  the  disease 
mildly)  to  take  proper  precautions  against  spreading  infection; 
in  fact  I attribute  the  persistence  of  the  endemic  almost  entirely 
to  its  mildness;  in  many  instances  it  was  ascertained  that  no 
medical  assistance  whatever  had  been  obtained,  and  I myself 
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saw  children,  while  still  “peeling”  after  an  attack,  running 
about  the  roads,  the  mother  (a  widow)  being  away  at  work  in 
the  fields : and  it  was  thus,  and  also  at  school,  that  the  infection 
at  Lambourne  Woodlands  spread  to  several  families  before 
any  information  reached  the  sanitary  officers.  In  cases  of  this 
sort  it  is  often  difficult  to  take  proceedings  against  the  offenders, 
but  none  the  less,  infection  is  thus  continually  spread,  and  I am 
satisfied  that  the  best  practicable  way  of  dealing  with  limited 
outbreaks  such  as  these  is  by  getting  the  help  of  an  efficient 
nurse  as  speedily  as  possible  (as  was  done  at  Aldbourne  and  at 
Lambourne  Woodlands)  to  look  after  the  sanitary  management 
of  them  all. 

Measles  has  prevailed  somewhat  extensively  during  the  last 
half  of  the  year,  concurrently  with  scarlet  fever  in  some  places. 
It  occasioned  ten  deaths,  of  which  six  were  in  Aldbourne.  It 
was  preceded  and  accompanied  by  whooping  cough,  which 
proved  fatal  in  eight  cases,  five  of  these  being  in  Aldbourne 
also.  But  little  diphtheria  has  come  to  my  knowledge:  one 
attack  occurred  at  Ramsbury,  in  a house  situated  in  the  lowest 
part  of  the  village  and  opposite  the  churchyard,  the  water 
supply  being  from  a shallow  well  ; and  a fatal  case  was 
reported  at  Wittonditch,  in  a house  also  on  a low  damp  site, 
the  child  attacked  being  of  delicate  constitution. 

Enteric  fever  has  been  almost  absent  from  the  district : a few 
solitary  attacks  occurred  in  isolated  houses  at  Stubwood, 
Froxfield,  Picket  Lot,  and  Inkpen,  four  in  all ; two  were 
attributed  to  the  use  of  polluted  water,  and  one  to  the  effluvium 
from  the  removal  of  a “ closet.^’  All  recovered,  and  no  death 
was  registered  from  the  disease  during  the  year.  The  gross 
mortality  amounted  to  333,  or  deducting  the  deaths  in  the 
Union  House,  to  308,  as  against  318  in  the  year  preceding;  of 
these,  25  were  due  to  the  principal  zymotic  diseases,  all  but 
three  of  which  were  occasioned  by  measles,  whooping  cough 
and  infantile  diarrhoea. 

The  general  death  rate  was  17*6  per  1,000,  about  the  same 
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as  last  year — the  zymotic  rate  being-  slig-htly  higher,  viz.,  rg 
instead  of  1*7  as  then.  Phthisis  accounted  for  29  deaths,  being- 
an  increase  of  10  for  the  year.  Eight  inquests  were  held  ; in 
two  instances  the  verdict  was  “ natural  causes  ” and  “ found 
dead,”  the  remaining-  six  were  accidental  deaths  and  one  from 
disease  of  the  heart. 

Eleven  deaths  of  “ illegitimate  infants  were  recorded — of 
these  one  only  was  more  than  a twelvemonth  old,  five  were 
under  a month,  and  two  others  less  than  three  months  ; of  the 
total  mortality  31  per  centum  occurred  under  five  years  of  age, 
and  18-5  below  one  year.  On  the  other  hand  37-3  per  cent, 
had  passed  65 — 48  persons  were  between  75-85  ; twelve 
between  85-95,  and  four  beyond  95 — making  64  in  all  or  more 
than  a fifth  of  the  entire  deaths. 

The  births  were  unusually  numerous  for  this  district,  amount- 
ing to  612,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  32-4  per  1,000,  which  is 
higher  than  the  mean  rate  of  the  combined  districts  for  the  year. 

ABINGDON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Edward  Mudd. 

The  Inspector’s  return  of  Sanitary  Work  in  this  district,  shows 
a total  of  1,123  premises  inspected  generally,  and  594  in  detail. 
Nuisances  were  discovered  on  367,  all  but  seven  of  which  were 
abated  in  accordance  with  the  notice  served.  About  two-thirds 
of  the  number  related  to  foul  privies  and  drains,  and  30  to 
dirty,  dilapidated  or  overcrowded  houses,  four  of  which  have 
been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  Polluted  water  supply  was 
reported  in  seven  cases,  and  eight  samples  were  forwarded  to 
me  for  examination : five  of  these  were  found  on  analysis  to  be 
seriously  fouled  by  sewage  soaking  into  the  wells,  and  one  only 
was  free  from  suspicion  of  contamination.  Two  of  these  wells 
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have  since  been  disused  and  the  remainder  cleansed  and  put 
into  better  condition. 

The  practice  of  allowing*  sewage  to  escape  into  the  water- 
courses and  ditches,  whence  it  ultimately  reaches  the  Thames, 
has  been  a subject  of  enquiry  on  the  part  of  the  Inspector, 
and  has  also  received  my  attention.  At  Sutton  Wick,  and  at 
Drayton,  the  fouling  of  ditches  and  of  roadside  ponds  by 
farmyard  drainings  to  such  an  extent  as  to  occasion  an  of- 
fensive nuisance,  has  been  brought  under  my  notice.  In  the 
former  case  proper  drains  have  been  put  in  since  my  inspec- 
tion, and  the  sewage  is  carried  into  a meadow  at  a sufficient 
distance ; a privy  and  cesspit  which  formerly  drained  into  the 
pond  has  also  been  removed  some  way  off,  though  this  part  of 
the  work  was  not  carried  out  as  I could  have  desired.  At 
Drayton,  the  actual  nuisance  was  abated  by  the  flushing  result- 
ing from  the  floods,  but  nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  prevent 
its  recurrence.  In  my  opinion  this  common  custom  of  allowing 
the  manure  water  to  run  into  ponds,  either  in  the  farmyard 
or  its  vicinity,  is  not  only  wasteful  and  offensive,  but  is  often 
distinctly  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  persons  living  near  them. 

At  Steventon,  I found  the  closet  arrangements  and  those  for  the 
refuse  disposal  of  a row  of  newly  built  cottages  very  defective  : 
the  back  premises  were  much  closed  in,  and  only  a few  feet 
deep,  and  there  was  a large  accumulation  of  refuse  close  to  the 
back  door.  This  has  been  removed,  and  the  dry  ashes  are 
thrown  into  the  closets,  which  are  Tegularly  and  frequently 
emptied  by  the  owner  and  the  contents  removed  from  the 
premises.  Other  nuisances  noted  by  me  in  this  village — mostly 
foul  and  dilapidated  privies — have  been  temporarily  abated  by 
the  emptying  of  the  cesspits  and  some  small  repairs,  but  I have 
advised  the  Authority  that  they  should  be  removed  and  earth 
closets  provided,  or  at  the  least,  properly  constructed  privies 
with  cemented  cesspits,  the  existing  conveniences  being  a con- 
tinuually  recurring  source  of  nuisance.  The  preliminary  works 
for  the  new  water  supply  have  been  commenced  in  the  Milton 
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Road,  and  it  is  believed  that  an  ample  quantity  will  be  obtained. 

At  Drayton,  a convenient  form  of  ash  or  of  earth  closet  has 
been  introduced  by  the  inspector  in  several  cottages,  but 
although  the  general  state  of  the  village  is  greatly  improved 
as  compared  with  its  condition  a few  years  since,  I found  that 
on  several  premises  the  privies  were  very  defective  and  badly 
placed,  and  I have  advised  their  removal  and  the  substitution 
of  earth  closets. 

At  Spring  Road,  to  which  my  attention  was  again  directed 
by  the  occurrence  of  enteric  fever  in  two  cottages,  I found  the 
water  closets  within  a few  feet  of  the  back  door,  and  flushed 
from  the  kitchen  sinks,  thus  providing  an  inlet  for  the  foul  air 
from  the  cesspit  into  the  houses  ; the  yards  were  also  very 
small  and  shut  in,  and  the  dead  wells  uncemented,  the  subsoil 
water  rising  to  within  a foot  of  the  surface.  The  only  efficient 
remedy  in  this  locality  (which  is  on  the  boundary  line  between 
the  Rural  and  Urban  Districts)  wiil  be  to  provide  proper 
sewerage  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  I have 
already  made  to  the  Rural  Authority,  and  probably  some 
arrangement  will  be  made  with  the  Urban  Authority  for  use 
of  their  outfall  sewer  in  connection  therewith.  In  these  cases  no 
known  exposure  to  infection  from  any  previous  one  could  be 
made  out ; but  during  the  year  (though  at  pretty  considerable 
intervals)  isolated  attacks  occurred  either  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  or  just  within  the  Urban  boundary;  and  although  there 
was  no  traceable  connection  between  them,  it  is  possible  that 
there  may  have  been  intervening  cases,  which  either  from  their 
mildness  escaped  recognition,  or  that  were  not  reported,  but 
which  served  as  links  in  the  chain.  Late  in  the  year,  a rather 
severe  outbreak  occurred  in  a newdy  built  house  of  the  better 
class  in  the  Radley  Road.  When  the  premises  were  examined, 
the  drain  from  the  indoors  water  closet  to  the  cesspit  90  feet  away 
in  the  garden,  was  found  blocked  up  with  “ soil,”  from  having 
been  laid  without  a sufficient  gradient ; the  slops  went  to  a “ dead- 
well  but  a short  way  from  the  pump  well.  These  premises 
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were  satisfactorily  rearranged  after  the  illness  terminated.  In  the 
same  neighbourhood  I found  a row  of  14  cottages,  built  within 
the  twelvemonth  (and  others  were  in  process  of  erection  on  the 
same  plan),  the  water  closets  of  which  opened  directly  into  the 
scullery,  and  were  flushed  from  the  kitchen  sink,  the  cesspit  air 
being  thus  admitted  into  the  living  rooms  (which  were  in  direct 
communication),  the  offensive  smell  in  which  was  complained 
of.  Each  group  of  four  houses  drained  into  a common  cesspit, 
which  was  simply  a large  excavation  in  gravelly  soil,  some  50 
feet  from  the  pump  well.  I recommended  that  notices  should 
be  served  to  cut  off  the  sinks  from  the  closets ; to  fill  up  the 
existing  cesspits  and  construct  properly  cemented  ones  at  a safe 
distance ; to  build  up  the  opening  from  the  closets  into  the 
sculleries,  and  to  arrange  the  doors  so  as  to  open  outside  the 
houses. 

A few  additional  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  in 
other  parts  of  the  district ; thus  it  appeared  at  Marcham  on 
three  occasions  (in  one  the  disease  was  imported),  and  in  each 
the  attack  was  referred  to  polluted  water  which  had  been  fouled 
by  soakage  from  an  adjoining  farmyard,  but  there  was  no 
evidence  obtainable  of  specific  infection  of  the  water  in  either 
instance.  At  Cumnor,  it  occurred  in  two  cottages,  both  in  a bad 
sanitary  condition,  with  impure  drinking  water,  and  one  much 
overcrowded.  The  owner  has  since  put  them  into  better 
order.  It  appeared  also  at  Abingdon  Lock  House,  where 
the  inmates  used  the  dirty  water  in  the  lock  for  drinking 
purposes ; no  other  history  or  clue  to  the  cause  of  the  attacks 
could  be  mnde  out.  In  each  outbreak  every  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  infection  from  spreading,  and  but  one  death 
has  been  registered  from  the  disease  throughout  the  year; 
that  was  the  “ imported  ” case  at  Marcham. 

Epidemic  outbreaks  of  measles  and  of  whooping  cough  have 
respectively  proved  fatal  to  six,  and  to  fifteen  infants  and  young 
children.  Whooping  cough  first  appeared  at  Cumnor,  in 
January,  then  broke  out  severely  at  Appleton,  where  it 


28 


occasioned  five  deaths.  It  then  spread  to  the  borough,  and  from 
thence  to  Drayton,  Steventon  and  other  villages.  This  com- 
plaint—like  measles — is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with 
in  the  way  of  preventive  measures.  Unless  the  children 
attacked  are  sufficiently  ill  to  be  kept  in  bed,  they  are  allowed 
to  go  about  much  as  usual,  often  to  school,  and  mixing  freely 
with  their  playfellows. 

The  first  cases  of  measles  were  reported  at  Milton,  but  it  did 
not  spread  at  that  time ; apparently  a fresh  focus  was  set  up  in 
Steventon  at  the  end  of  May,  the  infection  being  brought  down 
from  London  ; it  soon  after  reached  the  neighbouring  villages 
of  Milton  and  Drayton,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  spread 
to  other  parts  of  the  district,  but  especially  in  Abingdon. 
Scarlet  fever  appeared  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in 
Steventon.  The  earliest  cases  were  in  families  of  the  better 
class,  and  at  that  time  no  information  was  given  to  the  sanitary 
officers.  It  then  spread  to  some  adjoining  cottages,  and  (by 
intercourse  at  school)  to  other  parts  of  the  village ; but  its 
further  progress  was  checked  by  the  precautions  adopted,  and 
no  death  occurred  either  there  or  at  Shippon,  where  it  broke 
out  later  in  the  year.  A few  attacks  of  a diphtheritic  nature 
were  reported  at  Tubney,  as  occurring  in  two  very  good  and 
nearly  new  cottages,  and  healthily  enough  situated.  No  local 
condition  could  be  assigned  for  them,  the  sanitary  arrangements 
being  very  satisfactory.  One  case  ended  fatally;  but  the 
mischief  did  not  spread.  Late  in  autumn,  a mild  but  more 
general  outbreak  occurred  at  Nuneham  : the  earliest  cases 
occurred  in  a roomy  cottage  in  the  village  street,  which  is  some 
45  feet  wide  ; the  “ ash  closet  was  fairly  well  kept  (this 
arrangement  prevails  throughout  the  village,  no  cesspits  or 
pigsties,  being  permitted  by  the  landowner).  The  lad  first 
attacked  worked  at  the  vicarage,  where  there  had  not  however 
been  any  illness.  As  soon  as  the  throat  symptoms  became 
clearly  marked,  isolation  and  disinfection  was  carefully  observed, 
but  the  complaint  spread  to  many  cottages,  though  none  of  the 
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attacks  proved  fatal.  The  most  noticeable  peculiarity  of  the 
villag'e  is  that  it  is  a g’ood  deal  hemmed  in  by  trees,  which 
impede  the  free  circulation  of  air,  and  that  the  site  is  damp. 

During  the  year  the  parish  of  Littlemore,  with  the  County 
Lunatic  Asylum  there,  has  been  removed  from  the  district,  and 
the  gross  number  of  deaths  proportionately  diminished.  The 
corrected  mortality,  including  the  “rural’’  share  of  the  deaths 
in  the  Union  House,  amounted  to  259,  giving  a death  rate  of 
i8*8  per  i,oco  of  the  population,  a slight  increase  on  that  for 
the  preceding  year,  and  i*5  per  1,000  above  the  mean  rate  for 
all  the  Combined  Districts.  This  rise  is  mainly  due  to  the 
measles  and  whooping  cough  outbreaks  already  referred  to, 
by  which  in  the  adjoining  parishes  of  Milton,  Steventon  and 
Drayton,  the  death  rate  was  raised  to  26-6  (see  Table  VI). 
Two-thirds  of  all  the  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  caused 
by  these  two  complaints,  the  zymotic  death  rate  being  1*8. 
Phthisis  proved  fatal  to  29  persons,  with  a rate  of  2*2  per  1,000. 
The  percentage  of  mortality  at  all  ages  that  occurred  under 
five  years  was  nearly  37,  and  above  65,  27*8. 

Twenty-three  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  the  verdict 
in  13  instances  being  “natural  causes”  or  sudden  death.  Two 
persons  were  accidentally  suffocated  by  carbonic  acid  from  a 
charcoal  fire  lit  in  a bedroom  without  any  chimney,  for  the 
purpose  of  warming  and  drying  the  room — a newly  built  one. 
Six  deaths  of  “ illegitimate  ” infants,  a few  weeks  or  months 
old,  have  been  registered,  mostly  from  “ wasting  ” diseases. 

The  births  have  numbered  458,  and  the  rate  is  33*2  per  i,000, 
nearly  the  highest  in  the  combination. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  George  Winship. 

The  Inspector's  yearly  return  of  sanitary  work  in  this  district 
shows  520  premises  visited,  with  16  nuisances  reported  and 
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abated.  The  completion  of  the  new  sewerage,  with  the  con- 
sequent entire  abolition  of  the  old  privies,  and  the  complete 
reconstruction  of  the  house  drains,  the  foulness  of  both  of  which 
caused  so  large  a proportion  of  the  nuisances  reported  in 
former  years,  accounts  for  the  great  diminution  under  this  head; 
and  the  supervision  of  the  laying  the  mains  for  the  new  water- 
works, which  in  the  town  itself  has  now  been  completed  under 
his  direction,  has  left  but  little  time  for  that  systematic  dealing 
with  the  small  tenements  in  the  lanes  and  courts,  the  general 
improvement  of  which  is  urgently  required,  and  should  be  the 
next  sanitary  work  to  be  taken  in  hand  on  the  completion  of 
the  waterworks.  The  existing  condition  of  matters  in  this 
respect  is  beyond  doubt  an  important  factor  in  maintaining  the 
comparatively  high  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  and  young 
children,  which  still  obtains  in  the  town,  and  which  raises  the 
death  rate  considerably  above  the  mean  for  the  Combined 
Sanitary  Districts.  Out  of  a total  mortality  of  127,  38  died  in 
their  first  year,  and  54  were  under  five ; and  as  the  registered 
births  were  191,  the  percentage  of  “corrected  ” deaths,  and  of 
deaths  under  one  year,  to  births,  was  respectively  70  and  20  (see 
Tables  IV.  and  VIII).  As  regards  the  causes  of  this  excess  of 
mortality  in  early  life,  tubercular  and  wasting  diseases,  the 
result  mainly  of  bad  air,  bad  food,  and  bad  nursing,  occasioned 
among  children  under  five  more  than  13  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  3 per 
1,000  of  the  total  estimated  population  (Table  IX.  A and  B). 
I find  that  as  regards  condition  of  life,  14  were  children  of 
labourers,  10  of  out-door  serving  men,  9 of  artisans,  14  of 
persons  employed  in  trades  mostly  as  journeymen,  and  7 of 
slopworkers  and  seamstresses  (all  these  last  illegitimate 
children).  The  certified  causes  of  death  were  “zymotic’’ 
diseases  (measles,  whooping  cough,  diarrhoea)  17,  wasting 
and  tubercular  diseases  17,  convulsions  3,  lung  inflammations  9, 
other  diseases  and  inquests  5.  The  localities  in  which  they 
occurred  were  as  follows  (I  omit  those  in  which  there  were  less 
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than  three  deaths  during  the  year),  viz.,  Exbourne  Place,  East 
St.  Helen’s,  Oatwell  Lane,  Thames  Street — three  in  each  ; The 
Abbey  four ; Vicarage  Lane  and  West  St.  Helen’s  five  each ; 
The  Vineyard  six ; Ock  Street  eight.  At  present,  wholesome 
cottage  accommodation,  at  rents  the  lower  labouring  class  can 
afford,  is  so  scanty  that  caution  will  be  needed  in  the  com- 
pulsory closing  of  the  worst  tenements  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
lest  by  so  doing  the  overcrowding  in  other  places  is  increased ; 
but  the  matter  is  one  which  must  be  dealt  with  before  the  town 
will  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  great  sanitary  improvements  in 
sewerage  and  water  supply  now  nearly  completed. 

Six  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  to  me  for  analysis. 
One  was  from  a boring  made  under  Mr.  Winship’s  direction, 
in  the  Market  Place,  to  a depth  of  51  feet,  the  first  15  feet 
being  dug,  and  the  remainder  bored  through  15  feet  of  clay, 
succeeded  by  alternating  layers  of  rock,  clay,  and  sand,  till  the 
spring  was  reached  at  the  depth  named,  which  yields  some 
57,000  gallons  a day,  and  rises  to  a height  of  9 feet  above  the 
surface.  I found  this  water  exceedingly  free  from  organic 
impurity  and  fairly  soft,  I therefore  advised  that  it  should  be 
utilized  for  drinking  purposes  pending  the  completion  of  the 
Corporation  Works.  This  was  done,  and  it  has  been  a good 
deal  resorted  to.  It  v/ould  at  all  times  be  valuable  as  a supple- 
mentary supply.  All  the  other  samples  were  found  to  be 
considerably  polluted,  and  two  of  them  to  a very  large  extent. 

As  regards  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases,  scarlet 
fever,  which  visited  the  town  so  severely  in  the  previous  year, 
disappeared  entirely  for  six  months;  it  was  then  again  brought 
into  the  district,  and  a few  attacks  occurred,  none  of  which 
proved  fatal  ; careful  precautions  were  taken,  and  its  further 
spread  was  stopped,  nor  has  it  reappeared. 

In  the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  measles  broke  out  with 
severity  for  some  weeks,  and  prevailed  generally  throughout 
the  town,  causing  nine  deaths  of  infants  and  young  children. 
As  is  so  often  the  case,  it  was  not  till  it  began  to  prove  fatal 
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that  any  information  of  the  outbreak  was  obtained,  and  by  this 
time  the  infection  was  so  widely  diffused  that  comparatively 
little  could  be  done  to  keep  it  in  check.  What  steps  were 
practicable  were  taken  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of  mischief, 
but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  it  still  continued  to  hold  possession. 

Whooping  cough  had  prevailed  during  the  early  spring  to 
some  extent  and  occasioned  the  deaths  of  four  infants,  as  was  the 
case  with  diarrhoea  a little  later  in  the  year,  but  the  cold,  wet 
summer  prevented  the  diarrhoeal  outbreak  I have  had  to  record 
in  previous  years. 

These  three  complaints  were  the  only  ones  in  the  class  of 
“ zymotic  diseases  that  appear  in  the  mortality  returns  of  the 
year. 

A few  cases  of  “ enteric  fever  have  however  been  reported, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  they  occurred  inquired  into. 
The  first  occurred  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  along  with  a 
few  attacks  of  diarrhoea.  I found  the  water  supply  here  so 
largely  polluted  that  the  well  was  closed  at  once,  and  the  supply 
from  the  boring  in  the  market  place  has  since  been  used  instead. 
In  the  next  instance,  where  “ typhoid  was  succeeded  after  an 
interval  of  a few  weeks  by  “ scarlet'’  fever,  I found  on  inspec- 
tion that  the  house  drain  which  had  been  originally  laid  outside, 
had  practically  been  brought  inside  the  dwelling  by  the  erection 
of  an  addition  to  the  house  just  above  it,  and  in  the  morning 
the  smell  from  the  drain  was  a good  deal  complained  of.  I 
advised  alterations  to  break  direct  connection  between  the  house 
drain  and  the  main  sewer.  Later  in  the  year  two  cases  were 
reported  in  a very  dirty  cottage  in  the  Vineyard.  The  father 
was  a farm  labourer;  the  mother  took  slopwork  from  the 
factory.  Here  the  closet  was  a roughly  arranged  “trough  " 
closet,  but  without  any  regular  water  supply  for  flushing  it. 
It  was  connected  with  the  new  sewers,  but  depended  for  its 
cleansing  on  the  care  of  the  tenants  who  only  flushed  it  out 
from  time  to  time.  The  pump  for  drinking  water  was  affixed 
to  the  back  wall  of  the  closet.  During  the  illness,  as  to  which 
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no  history  of  infection  could  be  obtained,  the  infected  ‘‘excreta’' 
were  buried  in  the  garden.  This  row  of  cottages  is  some  150 
yards  from  premises  in  the  Rural  District  where  a case  of 
“typhoid”  occurred  at  about  the  same  date;  but  these  last 
have  no  connection  with  the  Abingdon  sewers,  nor  was  there 
any  personal  intercourse  whatever  between  the  two  places. 

I have  already  spoken  of  the  general  and  zymotic  deaths 
during  the  year.  The  mortality  from  phthisis  was  13,  the 
lowest  yet  recorded.  The  yearly  numbers  since  1874  have  been 
respectively  17,  16,  19,  14,  15,  13,  showing  a distinct  decrease 
in  the  last  three  years,  during  which  the  level  of  the  subsoil 
water  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  has  been  lowered  by  the 
new  sewerage  works,  though  the  percentage  of  total  mortality 
and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  from  this  disease  is  still  above 
the  mean  rate  for  the  combined  districts  as  a whole. 

The  corrected  deaths  (including  the  Urban  proportion  of 
those  in  the  Union  house)  were  134,  which  gives  a mortality 
rate  of  22*1  in  the  1,000,  or  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  prece- 
ding year.  Inquests  were  held  in  ten  cases.  In  four  of  those 
the  verdict  was  “ natural  causes  ” ; in  one  the  disease  was 
determined ; the  remainder  were  accidental  and  violent  deaths. 

The  births  registered  numbered  19 1,  and  were  equal  to  the 
rate  or  31.5  per  1,000. 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Abraham  Withers. 

The  return  of  the  Inspector  for  this  district  shows  1,317  premises 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  338  nuisances  abated,  as  to  only 
six  of  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  formal  notices, 
nearly  the  whole  being  abated  and  removed  voluntarily  in 
accordance  with  the  advice  given.  Two-thirds  of  these  related 
to  privies  and  drains ; 46  to  defective  or  impure  water  supply, 
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and  38  to  foul  or  dilapidated  houses.  In  addition  to  this,  57 
earth  closets  have  been  introduced,  while  214  premises  have 
been  disinfected  on  account  of  infectious  diseases  in  them,  for 
the  most  part  measles.  Two  samples  of  impure  drinking 
water  have  also  been  submitted  to  me  for  analysis. 

The  condition  of  Hagbourne  has  again  had  my  attention, 
complaints  having  been  made  of  nuisance  arising  from  the 
state  of  the  drainage-  there,  where  a pipe  drain  had  been 
formerly  laid  into  which  the  sewage  from  many  of  the  cottages 
passed.  In  consequence  of  the  recent  changes  in  relation  to 
the  highways,  the  County  Surveyor  of  Highways  required  the 
disconnection  of  these  cottages,  claiming  the  exclusive  right  to 
the  drain  for  road  purposes.  The  whole  existing  arrangement 
was  a very  incomplete  and  temporary  one,  and  as  there  was 
some  contention  as  to  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties,  I recom- 
mended that  a fresh  pipe  drain  should  be  provided,  so  as  to 
take  in  all  the  houses,  and  the  Inspector  was  instructed  to 
prepare  the  requisite  plans.  In  the  same  village  the  pollution 
of  the  drinking  water  by  cesspit  leakage  came  under  my  notice, 
and  by  my  advice  earth  closets  have  been  substituted,  and  a 
better  system  of  refuse  disposal  adopted.  A similar  system 
has  been  carried  out  by  my  suggestion  at  some  newly  built 
cottages,  of  a rather  superior  character  to  the  average,  where 
at  the  date  of  my  visit  I found  deep  dead- wells  of  open  brick- 
work being  constructed  to  receive  the  house  slops,  and  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  well  for  drinking  water.  As  the  works  were 
not  complete  at  the  time,  the  advice  I gave  was  acted  on. 

At  Cholsey,  jny  attention  was  called  to  the  nuisance  arising 
from  the  occupation  of  a very  filthy  and  ruinous  cottage  by  an 
aged  woman,  almost  bedridden,  who,  being  possessed  of  some 
Utile  property,  could  not  be  removed  as  a pauper  to  the  Union, 
and  whose  habits  were  such  that  no  one  would  go  near  her 
willingly.  A few  weeks  after  my  visit  the  cottage  was  burnt 
down,  and  though  its  inmate  was  removed  in  safety,  she  did 
not  long  survive  the  shock  of  the  occurrence. 
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At  Little  Wittenham,  the  water  supply  of  the  cottages,  which 
was  unsatisfactory,  has  been  improved  ; and  the  long-standing 
complaint  of  the  stagnant  drainage  near  the  cottages  at  the 
junction  of  the  road  and  lane  near  Bensington  has  been 
remedied;  nothing,  however,  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the 
nuisance  arising  at  times  from  the  pond  at  North  Moreton,  to 
which  I have  called  attention  before,  and  which,  in  my  opinion, 
should  not  be  left  in  its  present  condition. 

At  Long  Wittenham,  which  I have  visited  several  times  on 
account  of  the  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  that  have 
occurred  there  during  the  year,  the  general  sanitary  condition 
of  the  village  has  of  late  years  been  greatly  improved ; but 
ordinary  nuisances  of  various  kinds  were  noted  on  several 
premises  which  have  since  been  removed,  and  the  works 
advised  for  the  most  part  carried  out ; as  also  has  generally 
been  the  case  throughout  the  district  with  reference  to  the 
matters  to  which  I have  called  attention. 

Scarcely  any  of  the  zymotic  diseases  have  appeared  to  any 
serious  extent,  except  measles  and  whooping  cough ; these  two, 
however,  and  especially  the  former,  prevailed  extensively 
during  the  summer  and  early  autumn,  and  proved  fatal  to  a 
considerable  extent. 

At  Long  Wittenham,  where  diphtheria  broke  out  towards 
the  end  of  the  previous  year,  a few  additional  cases  occurred 
at  the  commencement  of  this,  but  none  proved  fatal.  The 
village  continued  free  from  all  zymotic  diseases  till  near  the 
close  of  July,  when  a sudden  outburst  of  measles  was  reported 
affecting  nearly  all  the  susceptible  children  in  the  village,  and 
some  few  adults ; it  was  accompanied  and  followed  by  whooping 
cough,  the  two  complaints  with  their  complications  causing  17 
deaths  in  a few  weeks.  The  circumstances  were  as  follows  : — 
A child  came  from  Leamington,  where  measles  was  rife  at  the 
time,  to  visit  her  grandmother ; she  was  taken  ill  a day  or  two 
after  her  arrival.  The  other  children  of  the  famtly  she  was 
staying  with  were  at  once  kept  from  school ; but  at  the  same 
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time,  the  child  of  a relative  who  lived  in  the  village  came  each 
night  to  the  cottage  to  sleep,  as  there  was  no  room  for  her  in 
their  own,  and  she  continued  to  attend  school.  In  the  course 
of  seven  or  eight  days,  and  before  this  last  child  herself  showed 
signs  of  the  complaint,  about  40  of  her  schoolfellows  had  taken 
it,  and  before  a fortnight  had  passed  some  150  children  had 
been  attacked.  The  school  was  at  once  closed,  and  the  best 
available  precautions  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection  were 
adopted  to  prevent  its  spread  to  other  villages,  as  I consider 
with  fair  success.  When  the  epidemic  came  to  an  end  the 
whole  village  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed,  as 
also  were  the  schools  previous  to  reopening.  No  outbreak 
approaching  this  in  severity  or  universality  occurred  in  any 
other  part  of  the  district,  although  it  appeared  in  Bensington, 
North  Moreton,  Aston,  Stoke,  Hagbourne,  and  other  villages, 
as  well  as  in  the  town  of  Wallingford,  and  occasioned  alto- 
gether II  deaths,  as  whooping  cough  did  12. 

No  case  of  enteric  fever  has  come  to  my  knowledge  during 
the  year,  and  only  one  death  has  been  registered  from  diarrhoea, 
except  among  the  inmates  of  Moulsford  Asylum,  where  two 
occurred.  Croup  proved  fatal  to  three  children. 

The  total  mortality  in  the  district  amounted  to  258 ; deducting 
from  this  the  deaths  in  Moulsford  Lunatic  Asylum  and  adding 
the  Rural  proportion  of  those  in  the  Union  House,  we  get  243 
as  the  “ corrected deaths,  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  20*6 
per  1000,  of  which  rather  more  than  a tenth  (2*3)  was  due  to 
zymotic  diseases  (mainly  measles  and  whooping  cough),  the 
same  proportion  to  phthisis,  while  nearly  a quarter  (4*9)  was 
caused  by  chest  inflammations,  being  an  unusually  high 
death  rate  for  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  doubtless 
the  result  of  the  cold,  wet,  sunless  season. 

Of  the  whole  deaths-  rather  more  than  21  per  cent,  occurred 
among  infants  in  their  first  year;  35*4  were  under  5,  while 
26  per  cent,  had  passed  their  65th  birthday,  more  than  half  of 
these  being  beyond  seventy-five.  , 
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The  deaths  of  seven  illeg-itimate  infants  were  recorded,  all 
due  to  wasting*  or  convulsive  disorders.  Eleven  inquests  were 
held,  in  six  of  which  the  finding*  of  the  jury  was  “natural 
causes/’  the  other  five  being  due  to  “accident  or  violence.” 

The  births  were  357  in  number,  and  the  birth  rate  29*9  in  the 
1,000,  or  something  below  the  mean  for  the  Combined  Districts. 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  Richard  Wood. 

The  Inspector's  return  for  this  district  covers  only  a part  of  the 
year,  as  previous  to  his  appointment  the  office  was  for  some 
time  in  abeyance.  About  40  additional  premises  were  inspected, 
and  15  to  20  ordinary  nuisances  remedied,  in  accordance  with 
the  advice  of  the  former  Inspector  during  this  period,  of  which 
however  no  record  was  kept.  No  other  sanitary  works  have 
been  taken  in  hand  ; but  a plan  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Wood 
for  dealing  with  the  slop  sewage  of  the  town  by  precipitation 
in  tanks,  the  earth  closet  system  being  also^recommended  for 
general  use,  and  the  necessary  scavenging  in  connection  with 
it  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Authority.  He  also  prepared  plans 
for  a new  water  supply  to  be  taken  from  a field  at  Slade  End, 
which  locality  had  also  been  named  in  Mr.  Ripley’s  plans.  In 
connection  with  this  a sample  of  water  was  submitted  to 
me  for  ^ analysis,  taken  from  a cottage  on  the  gas  works 
premises  which  are  in  the  vicinity.  I found  it  to  be  of  very  fair 
quality,  though  not  quite  so  good  as  a sample  sent  to  me  from 
the  same  place  before  the  making  of  gas  was  commenced  there. 
The  difference  I apprehend  was  due  to  some  local  fouling,  and 
I have  little  doubt  that  water  of  very  good  quality  might  be 
obtained  there,  if  the  supply  is  sufficient  both  in  amount  and 
constancy.  I have  also  examined  three  other  samples,  two  of 
which  were  from  wells  in  the  centre  of  the  town  previously 
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analyzed  by  me,  the  third  was  from  a new  well  sunk  at  the 
Cottage  Hospital.  None  of  the  three  were  good,  but  the  first- 
named  two  were  found  to  be  extremely  polluted,  and  altogether 
unfit  for  use,  as  also  was  the  case  when  they  were  first 
sent  to  me. 

A row  of  cottages  in  Goldsmith’s  Lane  has  been  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  in  accordance  with  my  advice.  They  were 
two-roomed  tenements,  the  floors  of  the  down-stairs  rooms 
being  below  the  ground  level,  and  the  buildings  very  dirty, 
dilapidated  and  damp,  with  backyards  barely  3 feet  deep,  and 
heaps  of  filthy  refuse  accumulated  close  to  the  back  doors.  The 
closets  were  also  foul  and'unwholesome. 

The  only  epidemic  outbreak  that  has  been  reported  during 
the  year  was  one  of  measles  in  the  late  autumn.  It  probably 
spread  through  attendance  at  the  elementary  schools,  which 
were  accordingly  closed  for  three  weeks  at  my  suggestion.  A 
considerable  number  of  the  children  living  in  the  smaller 
cottages  were  attacked,  and  the  Inspector,  acting  under  my 
instructions,  adopted  what  precautions  were  practicable  to  limit 
its  further  spread ; only  two  cases  ended  fatally.  These,  with 
one  death  from  croup  and  one  from  diarrhoea,  comprise  the 
entire  mortality  from  zymotic  diseases. 

The  total  deaths  during  the  year  were  80,  of  which  20 
occurred  in  the  Union  House,  and  three  in  the  Cottage  Hospital 
from  accidental  burns,  one  of  the  last  being  brought  from 
Cholsey.  After  deducting  the  proportion  due  to  the  Rural 
District  of  the  Workhouse  deaths,  the  “corrected”  mortality  is 
64,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  21*4  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
which  is  rather  lower  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  nearly  4’0 
per  1,000  above  the  mean  rate  for  the  combination  of  districts. 
Phthisis  has  proved  less  fatal,  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
having  dropped  from  12  to  7.  On  the  other  hand  there  has 
been  an  equivalent  increase  in  those  from  lung  inflammations, 
which  rose  from  10  to  16,  doubtless  in  consequence  of  the 
unusual  cold  and  moisture  that  prevailed  throughout  the  year. 
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The  percentag'e  of  deaths  at  all  ag'es  occurring'  in  infancy 
and  early  childhood  (under  five  years)  is  33.  Above  65  years 
of  age  it  is  nearly  22  per  cent.  Nine  inquests  were  held  during 
the  year ; two-thirds  of  these  referred  to  deaths  from  accident 
or  violence,  the  remainder  were  from  disease.  In  one  instance 
only  was  the  finding  ‘‘  natural  causes.'" 

Eighty-five  births  were  registered,  equal  to  a rate  of  28*3 
per  1,000. 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Sub-District  I.  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  W.  R.  Bunce. 

Sub-District  II.  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  J.  Ford. 

Sub-District  I. — The  detailed  survey  of  this  portion  of  the 
district  is  now  practically  complete,  304  houses  having  been 
added  to  the  list  during  the  year,  leaving  but  a small  number 
of  houses  (for  the  most  part  newly  built)  to  be  visited. 

The  regular  sanitary  work  has  also  been  steadily  carried  on, 
527  premises  having  been  inspected,  and  nuisances  abated  on 
338,  formal  notices  having  been  required  in  23  cases  only. 
In  rather  more  than  a third  of  the  number,  the  dwellings  were 
foul  and  dilapidated ; in  nearly  all  there  were  nuisances  arising 
from  the  condition  of  privies  and  drains.  Four  houses  have 
been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  earth  closets  have  been 
introduced  on  67  premises. 

The  newly  built  part  of  Tilehurst,  in  the  Oxford  Road,  on 
the  outskirts  of  Reading,  to  which  I referred  in  the  report  for 
the  preceding  year,  has  had  much  attention,  which  is  indis- 
pensable to  prevent  nuisances  from  arising,  as  the  tenants  are, 
to  a great  extent,  of  a class  not  likely  to  keep  their  dwellings 
and  premises  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

At  Beech  Hill  (recently  included  in  this  sanitary  district),  I 
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have  made  a house-to-house  inspection  with  Mr.  Bunce. 
Several  very  g-ood  cottag-es  had  been  recently  built,  but  I found 
some  older  ones  very  dilapidated  and  unwholesome;  without 
through  ventilation ; and  damp,  from  want  of  proper  spouting. 
The  privy  cesspits  of  many  were  very  foul,  and  several 
nuisances  from  pigsties  and  manure  heaps  were  noted.  The 
water  supply  was  also  in  a generally  unsatisfactory  state.  This 
state  of  things  has  now  been  materially  changed^;  five  of  the 
old  houses  have  been  demolished;  ten  new  ones  erected;  a 
considerable  number  have  been  provided  with  earth  closets, 
and  the  nuisances  from  pigs,  removed. 

In  the  second  Sub-District,  368  premises  have  been  inspected 
in  detail,  and  339  nuisances  abated,  for  the  most  part  in 
Bucklebury,  Beenham,  Frilsham,  Yattenden,  Basildon,  Ashamp- 
stead  and  Stanford  Dingley.  Nineteen  earth  closets  have  been 
introduced,  and  10 1 dirty  and  dilapidated  dwellings  cleansed 
and  put  in  repair,  three  being  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Eight  samples  of  water  have  been  forwarded  to  me  for 
examination.  On  analysis  I found  that  no  one  of  them  was  free 
from  contamination,  five  of  the  number  being  much  polluted. 
Norton’s  tube  wells  have  been  driven  in  one  or  two  cases  ; the 
other  wells  have  been  cleansed.  The  condition  of  various 
premises  at  Shefford  Bottom,  Calcot,  Mapledurham,  Whit- 
church, , Goring  Heath,  &"c.,  has  also  been  brought  under  my 
notice,  and  the  necessary  works  for  the  most  part  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  my  advice.  Throughout  the  year  there  has 
been  very  little  sickness  of  a zymotic  character,  except  measles 
and  whooping  cough ; in  fact,  in  the  Tilehurst  Registration 
Sub-District,  which  has  an  estimated  population  of  6,400,  only 
two  deaths  (one  from  diarrhoea  and  one  from  erysipelas),  have 
been  registered  from  diseases  of  this  class. 

Isolated  attacks  of  small  pox,  allending  in  recovery,  have 
been  reported  on  three  occasions ; as  regards  two  of  them,  the 
complaint  was  imported  from  London ; the  origin  of  the  third 
could  not  be  very  clearly  traced,  but  it  occurred  at  no  verX 
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great  distance  from  one  of  the  others,  and  the  husbands  of  both 
patients  were  in  the  employment  of  the  same  landowner.  Jn 
one  instance,  the  person  first  attacked  came  from  town  by  the 
railway,  being-  sent  down  by  a medical  man  on  account  of 
commencing  illness,  he  then  drove  in  a cab  to  a house  in 
Reading,  thence  in  an  open  cart  to  his  home,  and  the  next  day 
in  another  cart  to  the  doctor.  The  rash  had  appeared  by  this 
time,  and  the  nature  of  the  case  being  evident  he  was  at  once 
sent  home,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  its  further 
spread  : all  the  vehicles  he  had  been  in  were  disinfected;  and  it 
was  ultimately  necessary  to  get  a trained  nurse,  his  mother, 
who  had  at  first  attended  to  him,  taking  the  complaint  herself. 
The  other  cases  were  of  no  particular  interest,  and  the  infection 
did  not  spread  beyond  the  one  house  (unless,  which  was  not 
clearly  made  out,  it  did  so  in  the  case  above  referred  to)  in 
either  instance. 

Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported  at  Streatley  early 
in  the  year,  but  ended  in  recovery;  and  at  Basildon,  nearly  at 
the  same  time,  there  were  a few  cases — one  fatal.  Another 
death  from  the  same  complaint  occurred  in  October,  at  Burgh- 
field.  In  all  of  them  there  was  no  spread  of  infection,  isolation 
and  disinfection  being  carefully  attended  to. 

Enteric  fever  has  also  appeared  on  three  occasions,  each 
limited  to  one  attack  and  to  one  house.  At  the  Whitchurch 
case  the  water  supply  was  much  polluted  by  a leaky  cesspit; 
the  second  occurred  at  Mapledurham,  on  premises  where  no 
special  sanitary  defect  could  be  made  out : both  ended  in 
recovery.  A third  and  fatal  attack  occurred  at  Upper  Basildon, 
the  case  being  an  imported  one. 

The  total  deaths  amounted  to  305,  giving  a death  rate  of 
i8*o  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  rather  more  than  2‘0  on  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  mortality  from  the  principal  zymotic 
diseases  was  2 6,  of  which  all  but  four  resulted  from  measles 
(9),  whooping  cough  (6),  and  diarrhoea  (7).  These  complaints 
did  not  assume  an  epidemic  character,  the  attacks  being  scat- 
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tered  over  the  year,  and  occurring’  in  different  localities  in  the 
Bucklebury  and  Mortimer  Registration  Sub-Districts.  One 
fatal  case  of  measles  was  that  of  an  adult  of  30.  The  deaths 
from  phthisis  numbered  21,  a diminution  of  four  as  compared 
with  the  previous  twelvemonths. 

The  births  were  566  in  number,  the  birth  rate  being  33-5  per 
1,000,  and  the  highest  in  the  Combined  Districts;  on  the  other 
hand,  although  more  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortality 
was  that  of  infants  less  than  a week  old,  the  percentage  of 
deaths  to  births  did  not  exceed  54,  and  of  deaths  under  one 
year  to  births,  9*4  per  cent.,  both  rates  being  below  the  “ mean.” 

Out  of  15  inquests* held  during  the  year,  the  finding  of  the 
jury  in  ten  of  the  number  was  “ natural  causes,”  four  of  the 
remainder  being  “ accidental  deaths.” 


COOKHAM  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  G.  Millin. 

The  Inspector  of  this  district  returns  63  premises  as  visited 
by  him  during  the  year,  with  30  nuisances  abated,  and  20 
cottages  disinfected  after  infectious  illnesses. 

Complaint  has  been  again  made  to  me  of  nuisance  from  the 
ditch  adjoining  houses  in  Shurlock  Street,  Waltham  St.  Law- 
rence, and  I have  inspected  the  whole  neighbourhood.  I found 
that  it  was  a good  deal  choked  up  with  offensive  matter,  having 
hardly  any  fall.  It  also  seemed  probable,  on  further  enquiry, 
that  the  complainant  had  filled  in  a part  of  the  old  ditch  when 
his  house  was  built,  thus  cutting  it  in  half,  and  leaving  two  dead 
ends.  I advised  alterations  by  which  a constant  flow  might  be 
maintained  through  it,  which  as  I am  informed  have  since  been 
made.  At  the  same  time  I called  the  attention  of  the  Inspector 
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to  the  unsanitary  conditions  on  other  premises  requiring^ 
amendment. 

I have  also  revisited  those  parts  of  Hurley  referred  to  in  the 
last  report.  I find  considerable  improvements  have  been 
effected  at  the  farm  where  enteric  fever  appeared,  and  on  other 
premises;  but  in  some  places  I found  the  cesspits  were  still  in 
an  unwholesome  state,  having  only  been  emptied  from  time  to 
time,  instead  of  being  removed  and  earth  closets  substituted  as 
I recommended. 

Two  samples  of  water  have  been  analyzed  by  me.  One  was 
from  a public  house  in  Waltham  St.  Lawrence,  my  attention 
being  called  to  its  supposed  impurity  when  inspecting  the 
premises.  On  .analysis  I found  it  excessively  polluted,  and 
entirely  unfit  for  use.  The  attention  of  the  owner  was  drawn 
to  the  matter  by  the  direction  of  the  Authority.  The  other 
sample,  from  a spring  at  Burchett’s  Green,  though  liable  to 
some  amount  of  fouling  by  vegetable  matter,  6fc,,  was  of 
passable  quality. 

But  little  zymotic  disease  of  a serious  nature  has  been 
reported,  the  most  important  being  a few  attacks  of  scarlet 
fever  that  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  at  Burchett’s 
Green,  Waltham  St.  Lawrence,  Warren  Row  and  North  Town, 
&c.  In  one  instance  the  complaint  was  brought  from  Reading; 
in  all  it  was  confined  to  one  or  two  cottages,  disinfectants  being 
supplied  and  cautions  given  as  to  isolation  : two  deaths  were 
occasioned  by  it.  Diphtheria  has  on  three  occasions  only  been 
brought  under  my  notice.  One  was  a mild  attack,  at  Burchett’s 
Green,  where  also  there  had  been  cases  in  the  outbreak  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  next,  which  ended  fatally  (in  the  same 
locality),  was  attributed  to  the  foul  and  offensive  state  of  a 
muck  heap  near  the  house  (of  ashes,  vegetable  refuse  and 
slops),  which  was  at  once  removed.  No  other  case  occurred 
there.  The  third  was  at  North  Town,  Cookham,  in  one  of  a 
row  of  dilapidated  and  dirty  cottages  on  the  outskirts  of 
Maidenhead ; two  other  members  of  the  family  were  suffering 
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from  scarlet  fever  at  the  time.  After  the  illness  was  over,  the 
premises  were  fumigated  and  cleansed.  These  tenements  have 
good  through  ventilation  ; the  water  supply  is  away  from  any 
drainage,  and  the  privy  cesspits  are  at  the  further  end  of  long 
gardens ; but  the  general  condition  of  the  dwellings  was  such 
that  they  could  barely  be  considered  habitable,  and  I advised 
their  cleansing  and  repair.  There  has  also  been  a small 
amount  of  measles  in  the  summer,  and  again,  in  October  to 
December — in  those  parts  of  Cookharh  near  the  town,  where  it 
was  very  prevalent  at  the  time.  A few  cases  of  whooping 
cough  have  also  occurred,  but  neither  of  these  assumed  an 

epidemic  character  in  this  district. 

* 

The  total  corrected  deaths  during  the  year  were  152,  which 
give  a death  rate  of  i8’i  per  1,000.  Nearly  30  per  cent,  of 
these  occurred  amongst  children  under  five,  and  32  per  cent,  in 
persons  above  65,  which  is  above  the  mean  rate  for  the 
Combined  Districts. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  at  all  ages  to  births  was  as  70  to 
100,  and  of  deaths  under  one  year  as  8-6  to  100,  the  former 
being  rather  in  excess,  and  the  latter  as  much  below  the  average. 

Zymotic  diseases,  as  already  stated,  have  been  fatal  to  a 
limited  extent  only.  No  fatal  ‘‘enteric'*  fever  has  occurred; 
indeed  no  case  has  come  to  my  knowledge  ; two  deaths  were 
registered  from  measles,  and  the  same  from  whooping  cough 
and  from  diarrhoea ; while  one  death  from  “ fever  ” in  an  infant 
of  six  months,  and  the  same  from  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and 
croup  make  up  the  total  in  this  class,  and  give  a death  rate  of 
1*6  per  1,000.  The  deaths  from  tubercular  and  wasting  diseases 
in  infants  and  young  children,  with  those  from  phthisis  in  adults, 
were  remarkably  few,  as  also  has  been  the  case  for  the  past 
three  years.  The  last  named  proved  fatal  in  four  instances 
only  among  a population  of  some  8,000  persons. 

Twelve  inquests  have  been  held,  six  on  account  of  accidental 
and  violent  deaths.  As  regards  the  remainder,  the  finding  of 
the  jury  was  in  each  case,  simply  “ natural  causes.” 
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Two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  births  have  been  registered, 
giving  a birth  rate  of  30*5  per  i,ooo. 

A few  “ errata  have  been  detected  in  the  statistical  tables 
for  this  district  since  they  were  printed.  The  correct  figures 
will  be  found  on  a slip  following  page  54. 


MAIDENHEAD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  T.  Nash. 

In  this  district,  Mr.  Ingram  resigned  the  office  of  Nuisance 
Inspector  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Thos.  Nash ; the  return  of  sanitary  work  carried  out 
refers  mainly  therefore  to  the  first-named  officer,  who  reports 
350  premises  inspected;  53  nuisances  abated;  water  supply 
provided  for  15  houses;  the  relaying  of  the  sewer  in  West 
Street  with  12-inch  pipes,  and  the  inspection  of  slaughter 
houses.  Mr.  Nash  returns  17  premises  inspected,  on  14  of 
which  nuisances  were  discovered,  and  notices  for  abatement 
served. 

The  need  of  a good  code  of  bye-laws  for  the  borough  has 
been  again  brought  before  the  Authority,  and  steps  were  taken 
towards  preparing  it,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  completed.  The 
matter  of  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases  has  also 
been  fully  reported  on  by  me  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Authority,  and  for  the  informatioo  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  stating  to  what  extent  the  “Small  Pox  Huts^’  had 
been  utilized,  and  with  what  results,  and  pointing  out  the 
difficulty  of  at  present  dealing  with  outbreaks  of  other  infectious 
diseases,  where  isolation  in  the  patients  own  houses  could  not 
be  strictly,  if  at  all,  carried  out,  from  the  want  of  any  hospital 
in  which  such  cases  could  be  treated.  I have  also  called 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  present  sewers,  which  are  laid 
above  the  levels  of  the  basements  of  the  houses  in  some  streets^ 
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leaving-  these  of  necessity  undrained,  and  at  times  liable  to 
floods;  as  also  to  the  want  of  sewerage  for  the  new  houses  at  the 
north  side  of  the  town,  and  for  its  lower  or  eastern  end,  which 
is  unsewered,  and  from  its  lying  so  low  cannot  have  any  outfall 
by  gravitation  for  its  sewage.  I have  also  presented  a further 
report  on  the  last  series  of  water  analyses  made  by  me, 
pointing  out  that  only  two  out  of  twelve  samples  were  of  good 
quality,  and  recommending  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  make 
the  pure  water  supply  now  obtainable  of  more  general  utility. 

There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  zymotic  disease  of  a serious 
character  till  the  close  of  the  year,  when  measles  and  whooping 
cough  became  very  prevalent ; seven  deaths  were  caused  by 
the  former  complaint,  and  four  by  the  latter.  The  school 
authorities  were  cautioned  as  to  the  risk  of  receiving  any 
children  from  infected  houses.  A few  cases  of  diphtheria  came 
to  my  knowledge,  two  of  which  proved  fatal.  The  first  of 
these  occurred  in  a newly  built  house  of  the  better  class,  and 
was  attributed  by  the  friends  and  the  medical  man  in  attendance 
to  the  excessively  offensive  emanations  from  a “ night  cart,’^ 
which  passed  the  house  during  very  hot  weather  when  the 
window  of  the  room  the  child  occupied  was  open ; and  this 
gentleman  informs  me  that  he  has  had  to  treat,  at  various  times, 
“ several  cases  of  malignant  diphtheria,  distinctly  traceable  to 
the  opening  of  old  cesspits,  though,  it  must  be  admitted, 
occurring  on  the  premises.”  The  “soil”  cart  in  this  instance 
was  an  iron  “tumbler”  cart  with  a wooden  cover,  certainly 
not  air-tight.  On  inspecting  the  premises  I found  the  soil-pipe 
of  the  watercloset  unventilated,  and  the  closet  itself  opening  on 
the  landing  of  the  stairs.  From  the  general  condition  of  the 
sewers,  and  taking  the  dates  and  other  circumstances  into  con- 
sideration, I considered  it  very  probable  that  sewage  gas  thus 
found  entrance  into  the  house,  and  contributed  to  the  attack,  if 
it  was  not  its  chief  cause.  In  the  other  case,  which  was  in  a 
house  at  the  north  (unsewered)  side  of  the  town,  there  was  an 
overflowing  cesspool.  There  were  two  attacks  in  this  house. 
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The  “corrected*'  mortality  for  the  year  was  142,  equal  to  a 
death  rate  of  17*5  per  1,000,  42  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
occurring’  under  five  years  of  age,  and  but  23  per  cent,  among 
persons  above  65. 

The  proportion  due  to  infantile  “wasting  and  convulsive’* 
diseases  was  14  per  cent.  Phthisis  proved  fatal  to  16  persons, 
and  cancer  to  eight,  the  respective  percentages  of  the  entire 
mortality  being  5,  3,  and  2'6. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  births  were  registered,  the  rate 
being  31*8  per  1,000.  Four  inquests  only  were  held;  in  three 
the  finding  was  “natural  causes,”  the  fourth  was  “accident.” 


EASTHAMPSTEAD  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  G.  Slarke. 

This  district  again  occupies  the  position  it  has  continuously 
held  since  1874,  of  having  the  lowest  mortality  of  any  of  those 
included  in  the  Sanitary  Combination,  and  this  notwithstanding 
the  number  of  the  births  registered,  which  in  proportion  to  the 
estimated  population  are  among  the  highest  I have  to  record 
for  the  year.  The  ordinary  sanitary  work  has  been  steadily 
carried  on  ; 539  premises  having  been  inspected,  and  nuisances 
abated  on  73  of  the  number.  The  Inspector  reports  that  the 
general  condition  [of  the  whole  district  is  fairly  good.  Very 
few  cases  of  zymotic  disease  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and 
the  deaths  in  this  class  were  under  four  per  cent,  of  those  from 
all  causes. 

My  attention  has  again  been  directed  to  the  new  buildings 
recently  erected  in  Sandhurst  parish,  and  I have  inspected  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  a considerable  number  of  them,  which 
are  in  many  cases  of  an  extremely  unsatisfactory  character  as 
regards  the  disposal  of  sewage  and  refuse.  At  the  present 
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time  the  cottages  are  not  sufficiently  dense  for  any  great  injury 
to  health  to  have  resulted : foul  matters  pass  rapidly  from  the 
porous  cesspits  into  the  loose  sandy  soil,  and  nuisances  offensive 
to  the  senses  are  comparatively  exceptional;  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  as  the  ground  becomes  more  thickly  covered 
with  houses,  measures  will  have  to  be  taken  to  ensure  the 
adoption  of  a proper  system  of  sewage  disposal,  or  the 
naturally  excellent  water  supply  of  the  locality  will  he  so  con- 
taminated as  to  become  a serious  danger  to  health. 

I have  also,  at  the  request  of  the  Authority,  made  a careful 
inspection  of  the  whole  of  the  graveyards  in  the  district,  ten  in 
number,  and  presented  a report  on  their  general  condition  ; 
but  with  special  reference  to  their  drainage,  natural  or  other- 
wise, and  its  probable  effect  on  the  water  supply  and  healthiness 
of  the  vicinity.  I found  that  with  two  exceptions — Bracknell 
churchyard,  and  the  graveyard  attached  to  Bracknell  chapel — 
there  were  no  grounds  for  objection  to  any  of  them  for  sanitary 
reasons ; but  as  regards  these,  their  position  at  the  top  of  the 
slope  of  Bracknell  Street,  and  in  a gravelly  soil,  makes  it  a 
matter  almost  of  demonstration  that  their  drainage  infiltrates 
into  the  wells  on  a lower  level,  and  helps  to  account  for  the 
undoubted  impurity  of  the  water  which  I have  before  had  to 
call  attention  to.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  add  that,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Railway  Company,  pipes  have  been  laid  down, 
and  the  water  from  the  springs  in  the  railway  cutting  has  now 
been  brought  to  tanks  provided  with  proper  pumps  at  two 
points  in  the  village,  so  that  water  quite  free  from  the  suspicion 
of  sewage  pollution  is  available  for  drinking  purposes. 

On  the  Ascot  Road,  a block  of  four  one-storied  tenements, 
put  up  on  a small  plot  of  ground  in  rear  of  a blacksmith’s 
forge,  came  under  my  notice.  On  inspection  I found  them 
without  through  ventilation,  dirty  and  dilapidated,  the  drainage 
bad  and  insufficient,  and  altogether  barely  habitable.  They 
have  since  been  put  into  a passably  satisfactory  condition. 

At  Binfield,  complaint  was  made  to  me  of  the  fouling  of  a 
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watercourse  and  well  by  slops  from  a laundry.  I found  that  a 
tank  had  been  constructed  to  receive  them,  but  it  was  of 
insufficient  size,  and  the  overflow  occasioned  a nuisance  which 
has  been  abated  in  accordance  with  my  advice. 

At  Crowthorn,  some  improvement  has  been  beg-un  by  the 
introduction  of  earth  closets  in  a few  cottages  ; but  here,  as  in 
other  parts  of  Sandhurst,  from  the  excessively  loose  sandy 
character  of  the  soil,  any  soakage  from  cesspits,  deadwells 
and  the  like,  almost  inevitably  pollutes  the  drinking  water,  and 
a considerable  proportion  of  them  have  been  constructed 
with  the  intention  that  the  liquid  filth  should  soak  away  into  the 
ground. 

As  regards  ‘‘zymotic”  diseases,  scarlet  fever  has  only  been 
reported  as  occurring  once  since  the  end  of  January,  when  there 
weretwo  deaths  in  Winkfield,  these  cases  forming  a part  of  the 
outbreak  that  continued  for  so  long  a time  at  the  Ascot  end  of 
that  parish  in  the  preceding  year.  Two  attacks  of  diphtheria  have 
come  to  my  knowledge;  one  of  these  was  at  Round  Hill,  in  an 
isolated  cottage  in  a damp  place  and  with  a clay  subsoil,  but 
where  there  was  no  probable  drain  or  sewage  pollution ; two 
children  were  attacked  and  both  recovered.  The  other  was  at 
Broadmoor,  and  was  fatal,  but  no  other  death  has  been  regis- 
tered from  this  disease.  The  only  case  of  enteric  fever  reported 
was  that  of  a cabman  living  in  a cottage  at  Binfield,  of  which 
the  drainage  was  fairly  good,  who  attributed  his  illness  to 
having  drunk  some  bad  pond  water ; it  ended  favourably.  The 
entire  mortality  for  the  year,  after  deduction  of  the  twenty-one 
deaths  that  occurred  in  Broadmoor  Lunatic  Asylum  amounted 
to  157,  of  which  six  only  were  due  to  the  chief  zymotic  diseases, 
viz.,  two  from  diarrhoea  and  one  from  whooping  cough,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  already  mentioned. 

The  general  death  rate  has  therefore  been  13*3,  and  the 
zymofic  rate  but  *5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  In 
Sandhurst  parish  the  general  rate  was  below  12  per  1,000;  the 
births  were  however  unusually  numerous,  388,  and  equal  to  a 
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rate  of  nearly  33  in  the  thousand,  the  percentage  of  deaths  to 
births  not  exceeding  40*5,  and  of  deaths  under  one  year  7*2 ; 
both  these  rates  being  much  below  the  mean  for  the  combined 
districts. 

Phthisis  accounted  for  an  exceptionally  large  proportion  of 
the  entire  mortality — 23  deaths,  or  nearly  15  per  cent,  of  the 
whole — were  referred  to  this  disease  (exclusive  of  five  in  the 
Lunatic  Asylum).  Twelve  of  these  occurred  in  Winkfield 
Parish.  Ten  inquests  were  held  (not  including  those  in  the 
Asylum.)  In  four  of  these  the  deaths  were  due  to  accident,  in 
one  to  exposure  and  privation ; of  the  remaining  five,  the  find- 
ing in  four  instances  was  “natural  causes/’  in  the  other  “heart 
disease.” 

WINDSOR  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  P.  J.  Byrne. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  during  the  year  540  premises  have 
been  inspected,  and  nuisances  abated  on  300  of  the  number, 
formal  notices  having  been  required  only  in  45,  and  proceedings 
before  the  Justices  in  five  cases.  Eleven  houses  have  been  closed 
as  unfit  for  habitation ; thirty-six  have  been  cleansed  or  re- 
paired, and  rendered  habitable,  earth  closets  introduced  in  48 
cases,  and  water  supply  provided  in  108.  He  also  states  that 
plans  of  138  new  buildings  have  been  laid  before  the  Authority 
and  subsequently  carried  out  under  his  inspection,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  bye-laws ; that  the  general  sanitary  condition  of 
the  district  is  much  more  satisfactory  than  it  has  been  for  a 
long  time,  and  that  comparatively  few  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  have  been  brought  to  his  knowledge. 

The  general  question  as  to  the  provision  of  sewerage  for 
the  part  of  Clewer  that  is  in  the  Rural  District  has  not  however 
made  any  further  progress  towards  solution,  nor  has  any  deci- 
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sion  been  come  to  with  reference  to  the  water  supply  or  drain- 
age of  Egham.  The  exceptional  character  of  the  season,  and 
the  large  amount  of  the  rainfall,  has  necessarily  kept  the  soil 
in  the  low-lying  localities  in  a state  of  almost  constant  satura- 
tion, even  when  the  actual  floods  had  subsided,  and  there  has 
been  a corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
respiratory  affections  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
twenty-two  per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortality  having  been  referred 
to  these  complaints.  There  has  not  been  any  like  increase  in 
the  prevalence  of  diseases  attributed  to  filth  pollution  (of 
drinking  waters,  or  otherwise)  nor  generally  in  those  of  the 
zymotic  class,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  some  parts  of  the 
district  a large  proportion  of  the  cesspits  still  permit  free  soak- 
age  of  their  contents  into  the  ground,  and  thence  into  the  wells. 
It  may  be  that  this  immunity  has  been  because  the  great  sub- 
terranean water-layer  flowing  towards  the  Thames  valley  has 
acted  so  to  speak  as  a continuous  water  seal  to  them,  and  that 
thus  the  wells  have  been  supplied  with  comparatively  safe  and 
unpolluted  water  even  in  the  localities  to  which  I refer.  There 
have  however  been  a number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  at  such 
places  as  Thorpe,  Frogs’  Island,  parts  of  Englefield  Green,  and 
Egham,  Dedworth,  and  Clewer,  occasioned  by  the  overflowing 
of  cesspits,  and  at  Clewer  New  Town  from  slop-water,  soapsuds, 
or  cesspits  passing  sewage  into  the  ditches.  Some  premises  in 
Clewer  which  are  in  places  through  which  the  New  Windsor 
sewers  pass,  have  been  connected  with  them,  but  this  though  a 
relief  and  abatement  of  nuisance  in  individual  instances  is  ob- 
viously available  but  to  a very  limited  extent,  the  Cuban 
Authority  declining  to  take  in  the  sewage  of  the  outlying  streets 
as  a general  practice — no  permanent  or  efficient  remedy  is 
available  in  the  present  state  of  matters  there,  and  so  long  as 
proper  sewage  is  unprovided  for  that  part  of  the  district, 
nuisances  of  the  character  I have  referred  to  will  continue  to 
recur. 

At  Ascot,  the  filling  up  of  cesspits  and  substitution  of  earth 
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closets  has  been  urg-ed  as  far  as  practicable,  but  in  many  in- 
stances there  is  still  great  reluctance  shown  to  adopt  them.  In 
one  group  of  cottages  at  the  Sunninghill  end  (where  scarlet 
fever,  in  a mild  form,  had  broken  out)  I found  some  of  the  cess- 
pits overflowing  and  within  fifteen  feet  of  the  water  supply;  in 
other  cases  the  privies  were  placed  just  under  the  bedroom 
windows,  and  overhanging  the  ditch,  or  rather  watercourse, 
which  ultimately  discharges  into  Virginia  Water.  These  have 
since  been  got  rid  of,  earth  closets  being  provided,  and  the 
polluted  wells  have  been  closed.  At  this  place  the  number  of 
attacks  was  rather  considerable,  but  the  earlier  ones  had  been  so 
slight  that  no  medical  man  was  called  in  nor  had  any  precautions 
been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  in  the  first  instance. 

At  Egham,  various  blocks  of  cottages  have  been  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  two  of  them  permanently  and  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  owners,  on  account  of  their  ruinous  condition  as 
well  as  their  sanitary  defects.  As  regards  one  row  of  six 
wooden  tenements,  application  to  the  Justices  became  neces- 
sary, and  an  order  to  close  was  obtained  on  the  evidence  given 
by  the  Inspector  and  myself.  Subsequently  they  were  re- 
opened, having  been  to  some  extent  improved  as  regards  both 
the  dwellings  and  the  privies  and  cesspits ; but  they  are  still 
in  a very  unsatisfactory  state  and  will  probably  before  very 
long  revert  to  their  former  foulness.  A fatal  case  of  “ enteric"^ 
fever  (in  a woman  of  67)  occurred  in  a cottage  adjoining 
those  last,  and  belonging  to  the  same  owner.  There  the 
premises  were  without  drainage  (and  from  the  low  level  of  the 
place  no  fall  can  be  obtained),  the  cesspit  was  uncemented  and 
had  overflowed  near  the  well,  which  also  was  dirty,  out  of  repair, 
and  sunk  in  alluvial  gravel*;  there  were  foul  pigstyes  near,  and 
the  dwelling  itself  was  in  bad  order.  Two  cases  have  also 
been  reported  at  Egham  Sandpits,  where  the  sanitary  condition 
alike  of  the  tenements  and  of  the  closets  is  habitually  most  un- 
satisfactory. Another  case  came  'under  my  notice  in  Bexley 
Street,  Clewer,  in  a house  where  an  untrapped  pipe  from  the 
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scullery  sink  was  utilized  to  flush  the  watercloset — a common 
arrang-ement  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  one  to  which  I have 
often  had  to  call  attention  as  altogether  unsanitary  and  inde- 
fensible. The  water  supply  of  this  house  was  from  a surface 
well,  many  cesspits  being  near  it  and  within  easy  distance  of 
pollution.  There  has  however  been  no  death  from  this  com- 
plaint, with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  Egham,  and  a second  that 
occurred  in  the  Union  House.  Diphtheria  has  appeared  both  at 
Egham  and  Thorpe,  and  occasioned  one  death  at  each  place 
in  May.  Both  these  places  are  at  a very  low  level,  and  at 
Thorpe  the  premises  themselves  were  in  a foul  condition,  while 
at  Egham  the  flood-water  gets  into  the  wells,  the  drainage  is 
defective,  and  the  cesspits  are  a continual  risk.  In  all  these 
cases  every  practicable  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease. 

Diarrhoea  accounted  for  eight  deaths,  or  one-half  of  the  total 
zymotic  mortality  of  the  year;  six  of  these  were  infants,  two 
aged  persons^ — nearly  all  the  first  named  occurred  in  premises 
where  the  sanitary  conditions  were  defective.  In  one  case 
there  were  nine  inmates  in  a small  three  roomed  one  storied 
wooden  cottage,  with  the  privy  adjoining  the  bedroom,  and  a 
donkey  kept  in  a shed  hard  by. 

Measles  broke  out  in  various  localities  (causing  two  deaths 
at  Sunninghill  and  one  at  Egham)  during  the  spring  and 
autumn,  chiefly  in  Sunninghill  and  Ascot,  Egham  and  Thorpe, 
at  which  last  there  was  also  an  outbreak  of  “ rotheln unattended 
with  any  mortality,  nor  has  there  been  any  from  scarlet  fever 
or  whooping  cough. 

The  corrected  ” deaths  for  the  year  were  262,  rather  less 
than  half  the  number  of  births  (531)  the  estimated  rates  per 
1,000  of  the  population  being  14*8  and  30*0  respectively.  I 
have  already  referred  to  the  small  number  of  deaths  due  to 
zymotic  disease,  but  the  general  mortality  has  also  been  very 
low,  especially  for  a district  with  such  special  local  conditions 
over  a large  part  of  its  area,  while  with  the  exception  of  affec- 
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tions  of  the  respiratory  organs,  due  to  the  inclement  season, 
there  has  been  no  proportionally  excessive  fatality  from  any  of 
the  great  classes  of  disease,  but  rather  the  reverse.  As  regards 
phthisis,  the  deaths  from  which  were  unusually  numerous  in 
previous  years,  there  has  been  for  the  last  two  years  a tend- 
ency to  diminution,  which  is  the  more  marked  when  allowance 
is  made  for  the  great  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  the  popu- 
lation; the  total  deaths  were  34,  of  which  four  occurred  in  the 
Union  House,  and  two  in  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital  and  St.  John’s 
Home.  The  death  rate  for  this  disease  would  be  about  the 
same  as  the  ‘^mean”  for  the  combined  districts. 

Twenty-three  inquests  have  been  held,  in  twelve  of  the 
number  the  finding  was  ‘‘natural’’  causes;  in  two  the  disease 
that  occasioned  death  was  ascertained,  as  to  two  there  was  “ no 
information,”  and  the  remainder  were  violent  or  accidental 
deaths. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  me  for  examination 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Egham.  On  analysis  I found  both 
of  them  much  polluted  and  unfit  for  use  as  potable  waters. 
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table  I. 

* The  Registration  Districts  thus  marked  correspond  with  those  of  the  respective  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities.  **  Including  Cookham  and  Maidenhead. 

J In  the  columns  marked  thus  (J)  the  number  of  Inmates  and  the  deaths  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  have  been  altogether  excluded  from  calculation  j those 
in  Union  Houses  are  assigned  to  the  respective  Districts  in  proportion  to  their  population. 

§ The  Area  of  Abingdon  Registration  and  Rural  Sanitary  Districts  has  been  decreased  since  the  Census  of  1871,  and  the  population  diminished  by  about  2,000, 
by  the  removal  of  South  Hinksey  and  Littlemore  therefrom.  The  area  of  Newbury  Urban  District  was  enlarged,  and  its  population  increased  by  about 
1,800  (estimated),  by  the  addition  of  Speenhamland  and  some  portions  of  Speen  and  Greenham  Parishes  to  the  Borough  in  1878. 

^ The  ‘‘calculated”  population  of  this  District  is  increased  by  1,000  on  account  of  the  late  rapid  increase  in  the  Parish  of  Tilehurst. 


REGISTRATION  DISTRICTS 

and 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Census  1871. 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

c 

-a  ^ 

+ 

+ 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Inhabitec 

Houses. 

H cu 

0 

Oh 

Acreage 

per 

Person. 

Density  c 

Populatic 

per  Hous 

v 0 

Cl  CJ  U 

m(2 'i* 

Corrected 

j Deaths, 

1879. 

.2  00 

1874- 1 

>875-1 

1876,  i 

1877-1 

18784 

1879.  t 

NEWBURY  

42,956 

4.548 

20,641 

§21,166 

367 

631 

19-5 

21-3 

17-4 

I9'3 

20*4 

17-3 

tXI  - 

1 Newbury  Rural  Sanitary  Dist.. 

41.234 

2,860 

12,938 

2-93t 

4-2 

”,333 

187 

329 

197 

24'2 

16  7 

19-6 

19-7 

16-5 

c [ 1,  Urban  District 

1,722 

CO 

6,602 

026 

4-6 

9.833 

180 

302 

i8-8 

19*0 

i8-2 

19-4 

22‘I 

i8-3 

HUNGERFORD* 

98,287 

4.232 

19.349 

5-08 

46 

18,910 

333 

612 

15-4 

19*2 

i6-i 

16-5 

17-7 

17-6 

ABINGDON 

56,445§ 

4.448 

21,561 

§>9.855 

393 

649 

19-4 

2II 

i8-o 

t8-8 

19-4 

19-S 

tx  / 

^ 1 Abingdon  Rural  Sanitary  Dist. 

56,ioo§ 

3.205 

15.762 

356 

4'9 

13.797 

259 

458 

17'9 

19-9 

i6'7 

17-2 

18-3 

18-8 

1 1 „ Urban  Sanitary  Dist. 

345 

1.243 

5.799 

006 

4-7 

6,058 

■34 

191 

21*2 

22*2 

21*4 

23-2 

22*1 

22'r 

WALLINGFORD  

40,860 

3.132 

14,648 

14,933 

307 

442 

18  s 

20‘2 

i6-i 

>5'5 

18-0 

20*4 

ta  / 

1 Wallingford  Rural  San.  Dis. ... 

40,456 

2.565 

11,676 

276 

4-5 

II.93S 

243 

357 

17-8 

19-5 

1 6-0 

15-8 

17-0 

20'6 

[ ,,  Urban  San.  Dis.... 

404 

567 

2,972 

0-13 

5-2 

2,998 

64 

85 

187 

20-6 

16-5 

160 

22-3 

21*4 

BRADFIELD*  

62,166 

3,362 

15.853 

3'92 

4-7 

Hi  6,922 

305 

566 

16-5 

17'8 

15-7 

16-3 

15-8 

18-0 

COOKHAM  

29.492 

2,974 

14,873 

16,392 

294 

5>5 

147 

19-8 

14-9 

16-3 

16-4 

17-9 

bjO  / 

Cookham  Rural  Sanitary  Dist. 

1,806 

8,700 

J ** 

4-8 

8,417 

152 

257 

i6-2 

18-9 

i5'> 

i6'2 

i7'3 

18-1 

g 1 Maidenhead  Urban  San.  Dis.... 

1,168 

6,173 

|i-98 

53 

8,125 

142 

258 

127 

20'8 

14-8 

17-2 

i5'5 

17-5 

EASTHAMPSTEAD* 

25,176 

1,840 

10,632 

2-37 

5'8 

n,793 

>57 

388 

II’I 

14-9 

10-6 

127 

H'3 

I3'3 

WINDSOR  (Part  of*) 

20,152 

2,930 

14,768 

i'35 

5'i 

17,706 

262 

531 

14-5 

i8-o 

i8-8 

l6-l 

17-5 

14-8 

(Combined  Districts.)  TOTAL... 

375.534 

27,466 

132,320 

2-83 

4-8 

137,677 

2,418 

4,334 

Mean.,.,,, 
Rate  ^ / ^ 

19-6 

16-3 

16-7 

177 

17-5 

’i 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1879. 


s..  00 


CN 

<u 

u. 

00 

<u 

c/) 

u 

rt 

CjO  V 

V 

OC 

0 

c/5 

rt 

V 

bjO 

c 

Q 

*u 

3 

00 

CJ  " 
rt 

U « 
<u  >. 
Pi  D 


t! 

.!=  c 
CQ-C 
3 
T3 


ON 

00 

Oi  06 

0 < 

b U5 
> 

rt 

0 

H 

^ S^  ON 

05  « « 

S “ S 

54?  Ov  0 OO  c-  N 

^ M ^ <S  CO  to 

CO  r 1 J-*  CO  tT 

0 vO  ^ CO  CO  to 

rH  j <M 

0 N 00 

S '2 

5 0 ^ 

C5  d 

05 

88 

rH 

I 

Ls^ 

00  - 

rH  c<>  ^ 

rH 

^ ? -S'  s, 

*£5  to  to  N cs 

CVI  w 10  r N « 

rH 

CO  CH  M 

Cl  M 

!>•  d CO  d 
CO  d CO  00 

05  00 

05  VO  to 

rH 

53  oo' 

rH 

0 tN.  fO 
rH  CO  d 

rH 

53 

05 

K 

1- 

s 

CO  vO  CO 

fO  u% 

^ to  N 0\ 
CO  to  CO 

rH 

rH  ^ \o  vO  vO  ^ 

S -0  - - 

rH  N O' 
CD  « 

-«*l  *-  M.  d 
oi  „ Th  t^ 

rH 

05  O'  0 
05  to 

05  N 

CD  M 

SJ  ^ 0 

rH  M ^ 

00 

rH 

05 

ds 

00 

^ > 
ts3 

H 

0 

H 

t-»  ^ CO  to 

^ O'  ^ N 

CO  CO  CO 

0^  to  00  O' 

CO  O'  to  N 0 

05  CO  00  C<  ^0 

CO  H.  *-i 

00  Cv  <3v 
g5  Tf  00 

LO  to  VO  Tf 
0 CO  00  00 

CO  « 

^ O'  to 
05  d VO 
Ci  « « 

00  0 00 
t>  d to 

rH  r 

O'  CO 
§8  '£  = 

LO 

05 

Til 

C5 

00  VO  CO 
I>  CO  VO 

rH 

05  O'  to  to 
ca  to 

rH  N 00  t>.  O'  to 
W r 00  r 

tHI  O'  to 
LO  VO  00 

rH 

•«!*l  0 O'  to 
CO  VO  CO  CO 

rH 

CD  CO  CO 
CO  VO  t>. 
tH 

05  CO  \0 
CD  to  « 

05  b--  u-i 

•di  00  ti-) 

W 

LO 

rH 

tH 

0 vO  N r) 

05  to  VO 

rH 

00  ca 
^ N 0 

C4  to  M 00  CO  to 
rH  N 0 W to 

^ 0 ^ 
00  00  0 

rH  -* 

rH  to  t-.  O' 
!>.  rj- 

rH 

00  VO  d 
LO  VO  O' 

rH 

05  f-  N 
0 vO  rj- 

LO  d CO 
^ 00  VO 

♦jaiiun^ 

Ml^ 

§5  Cl  to  ^ 

CD  CO  c»  « 

Nt  00  O'  VO  r- 

rH  to  <-<  Cl 

rH  ^ 

t-*  d to 
tr  CO  TJ- 

d 00  VO 

tr  to  d 
05  to  Tj- 

rH  O'  N 

d M 

C5  VO  VO 
«0  CO  d 

0 

05 

CD 

•J95irnf) 

pjf 

00  rf  GJ  C< 
to  >■"  N N 

0 0 to  to 

« CO  N 

g to  VO  to  OO  tJ- 

Jd  ^ CO 

CD  d CO  VO 
LD  CO  ■-> 

rH  CO  00 
ID  CO 

tr  CO  vj- 
CO  N r 

tH  d- 

LO  CO  r. 

05 

puz 

rH  CO  to  CO 
05  «S  CO  CO 

CO  CO  — Cv 
05  to  N 

N rh  M 00  00 

0 ►-■  to  M 

tH 

CO  O'  Tj- 
0>  CO  to 

rh  d «- 
CO  CO  CO  d 

000 

1>  CO  Tf 

'dl  O'  to 
^ d >1 

CO  CO  CO 
I>  d-  CO 

g 

CD 

is  I 

rH  VO  0 VC 
CQ  to  CO  ^ 

^ r>.  to  N 
05  - to  cq 

1>  VO  •->  O'  0 ■- 
rH  IT  to  w CO 

rH 

tr  00  O' 
0 tJ-  to 
rH 

CD  00  •-« 

0 d CO 

CD  r to 
1>  CO 

CO  O'  b-- 
LO  CO  r 

CO  VO  d 
05  to 

O' 

r>. 

GO 

P < 

P w 
>- 

h 

0 

rH  N-  00  N 
CO  CO  N 

CD  « N N 

C5  0 rr  00 

rH  rr  0 VO 
CO  *,  CO  « 

05  VO  O'  CO  O'  N 

^ to  0 to  to 

CD  CO  >1 

£2  N 0 
5 d d 

CD  00  0 00 

g vO  VO  CO 

LO  vO  O' 
rH  to  to 
LO  d d 

00  d VO 

ffi  (»  0 

rH  0 r 
CO  VO 

LO  CO  M 

»D  CTv  Ov  r>. 
05  0 0 

01  - - 

^ CO  ^ C". 

0 TT  00 

CO  « 

CO  f''*  CO  Ov  0 

0 M tj-  N ■Nt  VO 

CO  « 

t-  0 I"- 

05  O'  0 

rH  « 

rH  d N 

tN.  00  ►-« 

05  ^ 

^ CO  ^ 

0 CO  N 
05  CO  to 
^ - 

C5  Th  CO 

S b - 

S 

0 

05 

s 

CDca  0vt^  00t--0  *-' 

^ONcj  mIovovoco 

CO  O'  vO  rj-  Ov  to 
^ N VO  N CO  00 

LO  d CO 

LO  VO  00  re 
^ 00  00  d 

tr  to  d 
^ d ^ 

00  Th  d- 
05  4 to 

rH  *H 

05  VO  CO 
r-  O'  00 
C5  r 

■J3)iEnf) 

Hjt 

05  t".  0 N 
to  ^ VO  to 

M CO  CO  VO 
CO  t''  to 

tH 

CO  VO  to  VO  N 

« VO  *■  •-«  CO 

05  0 d 

05  so  VO 

rH 

CO  to  00  0 

CO  TT  i'' 

rH 

'«di  rh  0 
rH  to  VO 
rH 

CO  <0  0 
rH  00  CO 

CO  O'  Ti- 
es CO  CO 

rH 

g 

0 

rH 

•jauenf) 

pjC 

M vO  rf 
to  ^ VO  ^ 

CO  NM  CO 

© Tj-  00  n;1- 

rH 

CD  N CO  0 to  to 
M O'  r M ^ 
rH 

00  O'  O' 
05  Th  rf 

05  CO  CO  CO 
g Tj-  CO  to 

0 to  to 
■^sH  VO 

rH 

CO  vO  t>. 
05  vO  N 

lO  CO  r- 
C5  00  CO 

tH 

g 

0 

rH 

■aaii“"6 

puz 

!>■  to  CO  Ov 
lO  CO  VO  to 

rH 

^ CO  N O' 
^ CO  CO 

ifl  0 0*1  VO  to  to 
If5  I-.  VO  r M CO 

rH 

0 to  to 
05  to  VO 

rH 

0 00  00  •»*• 
^ CO  rj"  to 

rH 

to  CO  d 
^ VO  VO 

^ 0 

05  N 

LO  « -d- 

W O'  Th 

0 

1> 

0 

rH 

iSI 

CO  t--  On  r^ 
CD  to 

rH 

0 N 00  0 

CO  CO  to 

rH 

lO  00  cp  M N 0 

^ OO  r N ^ 

00 

0 -H-  to 

rH 

rjl  d « 

CO  'i-  CO  VO 

^ -<1-  d 
^ r-*  VO 

CO  CO  to 
00  VO  N 

S S '§■ 

H 

CO 

0 

rH 

rH 

Registration  Districts 
and  Sub-Districts. 

^ 1 S ' 

0!  .S  5 ^ 

^ a f 5 

g .S  s S. 

^ H ^ w 

W 

Z 

• • 5o  * 

p s s a ' ' 

•«  • : : r°  ■§  0 . „ 

P>,"25o  g.SrSO  £ 

o^g’i'Sg  M -M 

^ a % iA  gp:<<u!^c/^  <(-);? 

X < ^ 

I : : : : : : q : : : : o 

< <='■!=: 

Q . . • • ^ • Dh  : S’ 

Sb=  = s = = fe=='^  ^. 

S-gsg  5 H s 0 a B 

feii.SS  K ••«  ScSjC/JS-o 

Q'^'C'S  5'p^Q.flC 

pq  U W ^ 

p 

c 

H 

0 

H 

1/1 

H 

O 

s 

H 

(/) 

s 

o 

H 

< 

H 

lA 

3 

w 

oi, 


C3  CQ  iH  kO  Q> 

S rH  S ^ ^ 


9 


g S 


Q.  <M 


SI  SI 


(U 

■a 


A 

H 

O 

2 

H 

A 


Pi 

< 

H 

2 

<; 

A 

2 

M 

Pi 

P 

P 

C 

Di 

P 

Pi 


CO  05 

o5  CO 


t;r  o w M <M  00 

00  i>  rH  O rH 


hJ  2 

<J  < 
m 

P C< 
P!^  P 

Z 2 


Q Q 2 2 


u M p;  oa 

iz;  ^ << 


SggSJS-'SSI  s 


P<  H 

c M 
“ >Q 

^ tn 
PJ  P M 
(£<•-•  a: 

rta 

<!  00  ei 
W '-’  o 

g 


1 


u 


O' 

00 


(/) 

H 

U 

>—) 

Pi 

H 

t/5 


Pi 

< 

h 

z 

< 

(/) 

Q 

Z 

3 

s 

0 

u 

u 


Pi 

u 

P3 


rt 

"O 

C 

"cS 

u 

u 

■aJ 

H 


•c  2 

.2  o 


’c  "O 
to  ■2 


O' 

00 


p 

>'  ^ 
rt  ^ 


J c/5 
CQ 
< 
h 


rt  pO 

e 


te  .S 

I ^ 


5 5 


rt  ^ 

^ .E 

O •-Q 
5 c 

'd 

c 

rt 

(A 

CO 

(D 

C 

u 

ci5 

u 

o 

a* 

d 

rt 

CL, 


V 

C4 


;d  -3 
V. 


z .§ 


ca  i-  3 

w 


; js  ^ 


== 

§C^ 

u 


sxe^K  S 

9Aoqv 


siBdX  $ 

j^pug 


*9;3ldmooui  soinis^ 


T3  d 

2CJi 

P2 


bjO  ^ 
:§’2  2 
3'^(2 


C w 


C 3 

:sei 

< 


Eo-g  2 
S o 3 

e'”'^ 


SJB3X  S 

3Aoqv 


: 00  • • xo  ; N 


sjBdX  S 

JspaQ 


• • • ♦ : : ro  *-1  VO 


siBdX  S 

3Aoqv 


sjBaX  S 

japun 


sjuaX  S 

aAoqy 


sjeaX  S 

jsp^n 


si^aX  S 

aAoqv 


siBaX  S 

j^pag 


sjBaX  S 

SAoqv 


siBaX  S 

japufi 


sjBaX  S 

aAoqv 


” sjoaX  S 

japun 


= = = = = : : i ; : : : : ^ i :§. 


: 00  fo  : : : : 


: : i : ^ : 


: ^ : : : ^ : : 


vo  : ON*^ 


siBaX  S 

^ aAoqv 


sjBaX  S 

j^ppg 


sjBaX  S 
aAoqy 


sjBaX  S 
iapun 


sjBaX  S 

aAoqy 


ro  : « N N 


; • t'*  00  N rC  N 


: o\  o : : O'  : « "■  n 


• m 00  W N tN. 


• O'©;  ; 


N : 00  00  Tj- « t>i 

. Ii  N '-'  N CO 


: CO  o : : *^  : : ro 


sjBaX  S 
Japan 


sJBaX  S 
aAoqy 


siBaX  S 
japan 


sjBaX  S 
aAoqy 


sjBaX  S 


Q 

b 


O cd 


C/D 


w ^ 
uy 

!z  w 

c^cu 

DIP 

Pi 


t>.\0  « ; O ; N N O' 


: fo  ^ : : : 


VO  N « VO 


: ^ u o ^ (L>  : i 

^ Sc  o ^ g 
: pq  O tJ  Q ; ^ 


: : S 
< 

. z 

V • H 


8 2 1;  .2  S il  •“ 

3 t*.  S 0-  3 .2 

"u  Ji  s*rs  3 tr5i  ^j2 

p u di  W (1h  v)  <i;  Ph 


: uQ 
iSf 


a?  Wi5q 


■pujsip  stijj  ui  5i[iB3p  Jiadned  jo  mnpj 


•jaujsip  sijf)  UI  sqiEap  jadn^d  jo  uin)3i 


■joinsip  Slip  UI  sipuap  jadnsd  jo  ujupi  0{,t 


•pinsip  sim  UI  sqjuap  jsdnud  jo  mnjai 


•puisip  sjm  UI  smuap  ladncd  jo  uinpi 


M O ; ; M- 


E . 
H"3 

5f1 

WW 
D ^ 

OPh 

zo 

eaz 

5=9 

HS 

w< 

d; 


O'  00  N j 


= ? 


S 

t«  S w 


:|  ;fpSS  i 

; i|.t?lolo  : 

«)  O T T3  ' f 

j ^0  CO  ^ 

.2  O M <U  M • • 

HO®  2 12  54  ni 

3 — - a M 8 pi 

^0-0 
^ d o 
cu  o ja 

5u^ 


c S 
o t. 


: 1)  c4 

S-S'E 
i >^8 

;wfff 


V d 
, d c'i 
PiU 


d *3 

<:p^i 


b ■ . * 
.-c  Si  i ; 
i gp  » I 
3E-.2: 
3 g SI 

3 xSt 


BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1879. 


(A 

<D 

00 

S 

o 

. 

c 

C 3 

Do 
c ^ 


c/5 


U 

CQ 

< 

h 


o 

.b 

CJ  4-1 

Q g 

.C  ^ 

.b  c/3 

h c 

c/5  ^ 

• pH  ^ 

P'^ 

U< 

■§  .b 

§ I 

(/)  I 
.CP 
c o 

c/3 

W)  3 

<0. 

Cfl 

O-  C 
3 — . 

o (1) 

0 o 

cfl  *5 

1 c 

■gs 

cu 

« 2 

tfl  ro 

^ C- 

rt  O 

c/3 

XI 
o 

c 
s- 
c 


3 

rt 

o 


o 

u 


c/3  bD 
JC  C 

o 

O UD 

Q 


o 

:z: 


At  all 

Ages 

N 00 

r>.  iH 

HH  HH 

00  vn 
0 CM 
CO 

i-i  10 

CM  CM 

CM  i-i 

oz 

09 

gzz 

ON 
00  I-I 
CM 

0 0 Tj- 
Tj-  CO  CM 

I-I  I-I 

0 

Tj-  H 

M 

CM  VO 

CM 

CO  I 
Th 

O" 

w 

cn 

P 

-< 

Over 

65  yrs. 

0 fO  1-1 
VO  o-  •-< 

too 

^ >H 

»H 

CM  CO 
vO  CO 

VO  CO  VO 
VO  tH  M 

VH  to 

0 hh 

H4 

VO  0 00 
■"cj-  CO  n 

0 

"Cl’ 

0 H- 

VO  CM 

n 

CM 

00 

H 

0 

H 

Under 
5 years 

w VO  N 
ro 

10  >-< 
ON 

<3N  CO 

00  >0 

0 0 : 
00  CM  : 

00  : 
00  : 

n VO  CM 
rj-  VO 

ON 

CO 

; 

VO  CM 

CO 

CM 

Under 
I year 

i 

0 *-• 

CO  N 

t-l 

VO  CM  00 
10  CO 

On  11  • 

HH  I 

^ : 
to  : 

CM  0 : 

CM  CO  . 

t>. 

CM 

: 

N N 
to 

On 

VO 

S6  J3AO 

^ »H  • 

'T  : 

56  0;  Sg 

CO  0 

M 

CM  : 

)H  • 

CO  CO  CM 

hH  1.^ 

0 hh 

HH 

tJ-vO  VO 

: 

CO  'Vt- 

HH 

00 

58  o;  SI 

00  CO  10 
C^  CO 

00  0 

■vf  t-l 

VO  'll- 

CM  i-i 

CO  rj-  I-I 
CO  I-I 

On  00 
■vd" 

to  vO 

HH  IH 

VO 

CM 

vovO 

CM 

to 

to 

CO 

SI  01  S9 

00  10 

C^  CM 

VO 

10 

10 

CO  t-l 

(3N00  CO 
CM 

CM  VO 

VO  CM  VO 
CM  n 

to 

CM 

CO  n 

00 

!>. 

CO 

Sg  o;  SS 

N 

»H  H4 

0 ^ 

CO 

to  10  u-> 

CO 

0 CM 
CM 

0 VO  CM 
CM  n 

00 

i 

ON 

CM 

VO 

■vl- 

CM 

55  o;  Si' 

22 

II 

2 

to  ^ 
N 

10 

I 

12 

00  Th  i-H 

HH 

to  hh 

IH 

00  <3N  H 

N 

hH 

CM 

ON  VO 
CM 

ON 

CO 

Si'  0;  S£ 

0 ^ 

IH  »H 

M 

HH 

0 0 

hH 

C3N  Tl-  ; 

to  : 

^ • 

On  0 11 

l-H 

►H 

HH 

VO  • 

HH  • 

CO 

H" 

I.H 

55  o;  Sz 

ovoo  : 

00  ; 

• 

^ 

NH  • 

Tj-  ; 

• 

CO  11 
CM 

VO  VO  ; 

00 

: 

vO  to 

HH 

CM 

CM 

Sz  01  Si 

00  j 

VO  : 

»H  • 

Tj-  t-l  CO 

1-H 

1-^  vO  M 

HH 

CO  : 

hH  • 

VO  CM  ; 

VO 

: 

N 

HH 

'cl' 

0 

1— 1 

5i  o;  S 

0 c^  : 

• 

: 

On  11  VO 

i 

CM  : 

• 

VO  ■r}-  ; 

HH 

: 

to  hh 

VO 

ON 

S 01  z 

CO  N M 

0 ; 

CM  : 

Tj-  : 0 

M • H-l 

00  VO  : 

H4  • 

to  • 

hH  • 

VO  N : 

HH  • 

CM 

: 

10  ; 

rt- 

HH 

% HH 

sJBa/C 

00  : 

00  : 

On  t-l  vO 

^ CO  : 

ON  : 

JO  10  CM 

0 

; 

00  : 

1 0 

z o\  I 

’ 

HH 

i-eaX  I o) 
siDuoui  £ 

: 

IH  HH  • 

00  • 

CM  . 

t-l  I-I  CO 
CO  CM 

VO  VO  ; 
CM 

10  : 

CM  . 

r^oo  : 

HH  • 

HH 

; 

VO  n 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CM 

sqiuoui  £ 
oj  jjaaM  I 

►N  On 

»H 

rf-  »-4 

21 

I 

12 

to  to  ; 

tH  • 

CO  : 

M • 

0 ; 

»H  • 

0 

HH 

: 

00  HH 

HH 

On 

HH 

3{a3M  I 

aapun 

rf-Tf  : 

• 

10  : 

HH  • 

tel"  : CO 

00  I-I  : 

VO  : 

H-l  « 

VO  VO  ; 

VO  ; 

00  : 

QO 

• • 

^ • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

« • 

• 

• 1 

1 

• • 

1 ^ ' 

(/i 

1 

*•  1 

• 

:z;.H 

o -C 

^ iS 

^ Q 

Pi  u 
(/3  S 
O CO 

§■§ 

cJ 


P 

< 

H 

O 

H 


r-!  ■ 


tv’  * 


' j"  •"  .*  • • 

7 

., . ..  

[ < <•  M C 

-*• 

.'  f ,^  . »••* 

4-  # 

• - . * 

i 

!<>«'?'  wf 

- *,*3^ 

i *" ' ■'' 

1*-. 

1"  .H  •'■•■ 

r '1/ 

f:  ■/:■ 

! 

r* 

va 

fe. .- 

' 

}'“i 

V* 

- . - 

;-■■■■—■!■  ' - 

/ . 

j • 

f •*- 

I r*  .-,' 

/-’ 

■a'  •:'.;  ;•♦'. 

,1,  -vr  0-‘ 

r^-  jF’  - 1 

f.V  'S 

A ,**•  ■ r, 

; r*  / 

•tT; 

r-,  ;•> 

C- 

r “ F-  • '.;.» 

.-4 

sw. 

» 

■ A.  . 

. _..•  . , 

..  ... , 

i ' ■ 

■'  ■/. 

i 

r f 

P /-v,  • 

: Cvi 

?.  o o 

Xr  tT' ' 

-- 

i")  <v  - 

? ; ^ 

: ••'  ■ 

' £A* 

- l»  cc 

(V. 

pS  “1? 

f 

!►  * 

* S',... 

'..  ..,.  . 

•K. 

- 
! 7,0 

^:-- 

} ; 

! 

J 

• 1 ■ <-1. 

« - 

: ■'^<5 

ont.>  c.- 

.»-  .-t 

; o-v 

- A ; *) 

; i%j 

C^.  Awf 

^r  - 

j'  - 

■..  '■  ..._i. 

':,  14  PP‘. 

-«S  ’ ^ • »*<,*  xSii 

-p-.*.' 

•*  ' •..*  “T.  ' ;rc’-  - 

k 

1 . . V 

. 

♦ *«• 

. 

• — a. 

1 

».%••#  * 4 

*■ 

J r 

1 , 

.A-  ... 

•a» 

; - 

’ : ' 

.'  '* 

* :-■  :■- 

0 

■kM.  •-  •'  » 

< f' 

■^oc^ 

j.,‘\ 

i 

-*  -P 

*v 

. ^ - ■»'.  - 

. » ...  -•  . .'-- 

• fy  - 

H>f 

i-  r , 

r Si/K‘\i'  M 

O' 

!:■.  >■;  -V'. 

06 'C* 

X C-y 

•t- 

C*' 

c H-'  ' -X 

r jA» 

.1  f'’ 

M 

-e  .•U  ' 

.J''>1  . 

t*  * 

•|v.i^*' 

♦ 

.,.«  .. 

A - • 

. . . '..-r-,... 

r 

t A 

i “t"  '-'in.! 

-'J 

•V  M 

rv  •'  t 

;/ 

-A 

- r? 

T"' 

y PS 

1 Vr 

rs  ?? 

! ' ' • 

V 

f'  ry*  C 

n j 

C^7  ^ ^ 

^•^^  ‘ ' a"  i . 

P'  o 

( - T ..  i 

^ ti 

i-* 

•a4 

, •• 

n 

r 

t .... 

.... ' 

t*'^*  A 

-. 

t - <■» 

• ; - 

- ,o  CV 

«A  ry 

— +•  x 

» > ~ ip 

J^  1* 

■ - ■ 

*- 

M 

?. 

- . 

> ‘ -4t'  ■■i)4«»i 

*>► '. 

'I  ; 

4 ^ * 

• ->  o ■ “ 

• •'^  ,*<; 

• .-r-  - 

C f C-- 

[■:  -Ira 

} 0 

. 

• 

« 

•a*  »«« 

r *■  . 

...  . 

. .^  .’  . 

■ ■— 

. - 

“ 

' t-  !?- 

\ ^ : 

.pi:. 

;■■  ,*■  *«. 

-•  ;*n 

; ■:;'  -t' 

: s-t 

: po 

.'.; ; :v,fC7 

I 

* 

f 4 

. »■  F 

f •• 

■■•  • . 

-'  .^- 

- ■ - 

* f ^ . IT, 

1 

• W ''-^  * 

CV' ' 

* f*  e\f 

« ■.■v> 

v»»  .-  *. 

I 

. C/' 

' ^ ' f*V 

« 

• 'a  • 

1 *.'• 

|x-. 

.1.-.  . .. ..' 

7 .H  ,.— 







.‘^  . 

-v-  ~ . 

1 v.jH/ 

i'  .'T.i 

if  .•*'  \ : * 

• T'^'' 

t n 

« »•< 

C’  *••  ■:!; 

: r o ; 

i 

\ 

» -— . 

I ^ - 

r’  J ''*/  ' 

' .n 

: C'  PC 

0 * 

* r: 

• ?.<  40  : -'  ' j 

* 

. -•» 

*-«i 

• 

-w* 

-a 

•.*  . 

1 

i « : 


?S. 

■t-f,  ^ 


i .’  5-. 


p 

' • i ■ 


1 

i t-  *> 

t .'  :r 


-'  r L . 

V f - yL 

i? 


: 1 

.a 

> JL 


-4 


i 

- 

$ 

J 


■ ^ w 

' f l-v  .V  l^. 


■H' 


I 3 fb  ? 


' ,0  ('?■'  .'  : 

.y  u: 

/> 

v 

•J 

; 

> ■ 

1 

^ rl  " 

> 

, 

"If  i 

. 

< 

»— 1 

■ ■■'x’ti  '■ 

-.a  . ^ 

tMaa« 

>> 

j:0  5 c 

iMp 

Va* 

^ V 

w . 

♦ 

• 

CU- 

0 I?  _ '. 

Ai*-  « 4 

J; 

> 

■ 

VV 

H 

r ^ V 

^ P 'V  : ; c ■ •'  -•!  : r 

i - 

- . . -^  . , .. 

j ^ • <>  ' ■X-'; 


r;  ri  .r  • 

S: 

I <■'-'■ 


1 w 

* 

- ’ ^ •T'-^r — ' ■ ■" 

<-1  n.^  ':v>  ; : - -i  O r 

» ••*4  • ' ' w-^; 


»**> ' M 

, W.  . 

*\.-  a-  r*  — .^- 

v*v  j-5  r**'  ;. 

.''!Ai"'«  *'—)-.  r-  t' 


■;,  ’:  w;  : s:-^. 

"IV,  Mfts 

<V  . ^ . , ' fO  I f ~r  :~. 


t : i 


, - ,T 

: . i -':v 


jA.i  At 


^ • • ' 

C.  •■'  ■»"♦  -t;  ■ y,-  •■  . 

'v,  J ^ 

1 :_:  c 

£ £ •-  ■'“  '^'  f 

‘.  ^ r ■■y-r’'  c i. 


^ w<  ^ ^■ 


(*• » 


. , v;  ij.  ».  £-  *■• 

1.  y.  5 

W -r  r<  SI  c 


is  ' ; _ ' ^ 

9 i.  "'-'■  ■ ^ .. '^ 

o ^ ■ c.  I 

^ ^ ^ t »■  ^*»  • t ^ T-  -”  » 

r ■ '■■>■  S ^ r>' 

rv-rr,r,  fc'^. 

y^l  ~ ^ m ^ 


. ^.  -.  ^ fo  I At^'f.  r 

” - ' ‘J  irj^^rrfpa,^  ; 

- T''  i ^ _,  ;g 

■ ^ '^.  ft^.iiY-  iO,  \ 

' * ; ; ’ . A* 

* '^'^1  I 

■ ('.7.*;  ■ 2 « 

7 7 : S.  S 

■:  - f r.'  -30 


X: 

o 

cj 


B 

t-> 


. '■'t^At 


->  V- 


.K 

Ci 

* ^ 


L . '. 


>• 

V . 


•-I 


c.  ^• 


W 

wP  ■ 

C 

N 


a'  ri,  ; 

B 

c ■-:’  j 

£(■:;  = 

C r.  1 

x#-'*,/  t. 

. - i 


-s 

li! 


i:';v^-. 

1^1 

S'-  ' 


jVZ7  ii»*-0 


. ^ 

T?’  tf  •/  < 

„ - •''  X .'4'  ^ ^ 

^■o  -:^l.  a -c 


o 

X 


RKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1879. 


TABLE  V. 

aths  from  all  Causes  Reg’istered  during-  the  Year  ending-  December  31st,  1879, 

in  Sanitary  Districts. 

: letters  W.  and  L.A.  denote  that  a Union  House  or  Lunatic  Asylum,  respectively,  is  situated  in  the  district  so  marked. 


SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Newbury  Rural 

1 

Newbury  Urban 

Hunger  ford 

Rural 

Abingdon  Rural 

Abingdon  Urban 

Wallingford 
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2 

... 

8 

15 

4 

12 

.-. 
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* An  addition  of  looo  is  made  to  the  “calculated”  population  of  Tilehurst  in  consequence  of  its  rapid  increase  in  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1879. 


TABLE  VII. 

Percentage  Rate  of  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  various  groups  of  ages  in  Sanitary  Districts. 

In  this  table  the  deaths  occurring  in  Union  Houses  and  in  the  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  at  Moulsford  * and  Broadmoor  **  are  excluded. 


REGISTRATION  and  Sanitary  Districts. 

Under 

I week 

I week 
&und. 
3 mths. 

3 to  12 
mths. 

I to 

2 years 

2 to 

5 

5 to 

15 

15  to 

25 

25  to 
35 

35  to 
45 

45  to 
55 

55  to 

65 

65  to 
75 

75  to 
85 

85  to 
95 

95  and 
upds. 

Total 

under 

I year 

Total 

under 

5yrs. 

Total 

over 

65  yrs. 

f Rural  Sanitary  District  

2-3 

6-2 

8-5 

4-5 

17 

5-6 

4-5 

5-1 

5-6 

12*4 

9-6 

15-8 

15-8 

17 

•6 

16-9 

23-2 

33-9 

NEWBURY  1 

6*4 

(Urban  „ ,,  

2-3 

5-2 

8-1 

41 

1*2 

5-2 

2-9 

4'6 

7-5 

9-8 

1 6-8 

19*2 

57 

•6 

157 

20*9 

42-4 

HUNGERFORD  Rural  Sanitary  District  

49 

4-5 

91 

5-8 

6-5 

2-3 

5'2 

2*6 

3-9 

8-1 

9 7 

i6'5 

15-6 

3-9 

1-3 

i8-5 

30-8 

37-3 

* C Rural  Sanitary  District  

ABINGDON  I 

17 

87 

12*9 

7'9 

5-8 

37 

5-8 

46 

6-6 

4-1 

10*4 

15-3 

10-8 

12*4 

•4 

23-2 

36-9 

27-8 

( Urban  ,1  „ 

2-3 

9-4 

i8'i 

47 

T9 

47 

2-3 

3-1 

T9 

9’4 

3-9 

13-4 

iro 

i6-o 

29-9 

42'3 

26-0 

C Rural  Sanitary  District*  

35 

6-6 

It’S 

57 

8-0 

4-9 

4-9 

6-2 

4*0 

80 

7-5 

12-8 

14-6 

1-8 

21*2 

33'4 

26*0 

WALLINGFORD  I 

8-3 

6-6 

6-6 

6-6 

i8-3 

( Urban  » 

17 

8-3 

5-0 

lO'O 

3’3 

lO'O 

6-6 

117 

13-3 

17 

33'3 

217 

BRADFIELD  Rural  Sanitary  District  

5-5 

4-5 

87 

6-6 

5-2 

4-2 

4’5 

8*0 

5-2 

5-2 

7-0 

14-6 

1 32 

35 

j8-8 

307 

35-2 

Rural  Sanitary  District  

3-6 

7-1 

5-0 

9-3 

4-3 

4'3 

3-6 

4-3 

6-4 

57 

14-3 

i8-6 

10*7 

2'8 

157 

29-3 

32-1 

COOKHAM  ^ 

3-8 

13-8 

6-9 

J Maidenhead  Urban  Sanitary  District 

5-4 

10*0 

9-2 

3'i 

1-5 

3-8 

77 

”■5 

9-2 

9-2 

4*6 

23' I 

42-3 

23-1 

EASTHAMPSTEAD  Rural  Sanitary  District**  

3-3 

6-8 

8*2 

6-8 

1-4 

8-2 

4’ I 

5-4 

8’2 

8*2 

12.2 

11*6 

10*9 

47 

18-4 

26-5 

27*2 

WINDSOR  Rural  Sanitary  District  

3-3 

7-4 

107 

7'4 

2*1 

2-1 

4'9 

6-6 

6-6 

11-8 

11*8 

13-3 

10-3 

1*2 

2I-S 

3fo 

24-8 

MEAN  RATE  

3-2 

6*1 

9‘S 

6*1 

46 

3-9 

4-2 

5-0 

5-8 

77 

10*1 

15-4 

14-5 

3-3 

•3 

i8-8 

29*6 

33-6 

'ij 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1879. 

TABLE  Vm. 
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Deaths  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  excluded  from  this  Table  in  Columns  III  to  v.  inclusive. 
Those  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  pro  rata  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts. 


Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  (and  croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid,  and  other  continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery),  pyoemia. 

t Does  not  include  Phthisis.  For  list  of  Infantile  Diseases  included,  see  heading  to  Table  vi.  33  B.  & C. 

Deaths  in  Public  Lunatic  Asylums  are  excluded  from  this  Table.  Those  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed  pro  rata  in  the  repective  Sanitary  Districts, 
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BERKSHIRE  COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS.  1879. 

TABLE  IX.  (B) 

Percentage  Rate  of  Total  Deaths,  from  the  following  Classes  of  Disease. 
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Including  small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  (and  croup),  whooping  cough,  fever  (typhus,  typhoid  and  other  continued),  diarrhoea  (and  dysentery),  pyoemia. 

f Does  not  include  Phthisis.  For  list  of  Infantile  Diseases  included,  see  heading  to  Table  VI.  33  B.  & C. 

Deaths  inPublic  Lunatic  Asylums  aie  excluded  from  this  Table.  Those  in  Union  Houses  are  distributed />ro  rata  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Districts. 
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table  X. 

Return,  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  of  Sanitary  Works  carried  out  in  the  Year  1879. 


Newbury 

Hunger- 

Abing- 

Abing- 

Walling- 

Walling- 

Bradfield 

Bradfield 

Cook- 

Maiden- 

East- 

Newbury 

ford 

don 

ford 

ford 

Rural 

Rural 

ham 

head 

hampstd. 

Windsor 

Name  of  District 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Rural 

Urban 

District. 

District. 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

District. 

District. 

District 

District. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

No.  I. 

No.  2. 

District. 

District. 

District. 

Distiict. 

1 

Name  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

s 

fl 

§) 

CO 

% 

fl 

CO 

ns 

s 

d. 

iS 

a 

% 

n3 

0 

0 

d 

u 

Q 

a 

pq 

Ford. 

Millin. 

Nash. 

(U 

■a 

CO 

a 

t— , 

d 

CQ 

d 

U 

d 

< 

t-A 

d 

d 

d 

Area  in  Acres  (Census  1871) 

41234 

1722 

98287 

56100 

345 

40456 

404 

31503 

30663 

294 

92 

25176 

20152 

Inhabited  Houses  ( Do.  ) 

2860 

1448 

4232 

3205 

1243 

2565 

567 

1887 

1475 

1806 

1168 

1840 

2930 

' Population  ( Do.  ) 

1 

12938 

6602 

19349 

15762 

5799 

2972 

8906 

6947 

8700 

6173 

10632 

14956 

j I.  No.  of  Premises  visited  

00 

617 

1400 

1123 

520 

1317 

182 

527 

397 

63 

350 

539 

540 

2.  „ 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Survey 

1685 

594 

16 

304 

368 

539 

[ 3-  >’ 

Complaints  to  Sanitary  Authority  ... 

3 

62 

II 

55 

4 

3 

j 4.  „ 

Nuisances  reported  

254 

126 

2C0 

367 

16 

262 

7 

451 

354 

55 

69 

120 

! S- 

Formal  Notices  served  

254 

55 

120 

367 

3 

6 

5 

23 

55 

4 

55 

69 

45 

6.  „ 

Summonses  heard  before  Justices  ... 

3 

9 

5 

7.  Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

252 

105 

146 

360 

9 

338 

32 

338 

339 

30 

53 

73 

300 

8. 

As  to  Privies  

174 

25 

42 

119 

184 

15 

210 

126 

II 

10 

27 

80 

9.  "g 

, , Drains  

18 

58 

14 

64 

8 

47 

64 

36 

I 

5 

19 

50 

10.  S 

,,  Pigs  or  other  animals 

IS 

2 

16 

16 

2 

i8 

3 

68 

37 

4 

4 

22 

20 

II.  s 

,,  Cow-,  Slaughter-,  & Bake-houses 

Z 

4 

4 

2 

5 

14 

4 

12.  g 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ... 

7 

I 

7 

4 

46 

6 

5 

I 

I 

2 

30 

1 

,,  Foul,  (Sr»c.,  and  overcrowd-  \ 
ed  houses  / 

12 

8 

30 

30 

38 

6 

129 

III 

5 

3 

36 

14-  ° 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit  for\ 
habitation  J 

2 

4 

I 

6 

4 

3 

II 

15-  1 

„ Polluted  ditches,  streams,  di^c 

10 

8 

2 

28 

20 

4 

6 

I 

14 

16. 

„ Other  nuisances  

of  premises  disinfected  on  account  1 

15 

21 

26 

63 

58 

76 

3 

30 

7 

30 

17.  No. 

10 

51 

32 

2 

214 

20 

10 

3 

20 

4 

7 

of  infectious  diseases / 

18.  „ 

Samples  of  water  sent  to  M.O.H. 

7 

2 

8 

2 

4 

7 

I 

2 

ig.  ,, 

Earth  or  dry  closets  provided  ... 

8 

1 

12 

57 

8 

67 

19 

II 

48 

20.  „ 

Water  supply  provided,  wells  sunk 

I 

2 

4 

I 

15 

3 

108 

